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Editorial 


GREETINGS to all our sisters and 
brothers attending the TUC 
Congress in Liverpool and all our 
other supporters. 

These are really troubled times 
internationally with fighting and 
attacks on minorities in several 
countries in the Middle East, 
including Libya, Syria, Iraq, Kurdistan 
and spreading into Lebanon, and the 
tragedy of the downed passenger 
airliner in Ukraine and continuing 
conflict in the east of that country. 

In regard to the tragic battle 
between the Palestinians and Israel, 
Searchlight has always supported a 
two-state solution. But the deaths of 
non-combatants, especially children, 
on either side are unacceptable. 

Recently | wrote a personal email 
to a lifelong friend expressing my 
anger at the failure, by the 
organisers of the two big London 
demonstrations against Israeli action 
in Gaza, to prevent well known nazis 
from marching and getting 
themselves photographed posing 
with their filthy anti-Jewish material. 
The march organisers also appeared 
very keen to embrace Neturei Karta, 
a sect of allegedly Orthodox Jews 
whose followers attend international 
nazi gatherings, where they stand 
alongside people such as David 
Duke, the infamous Ku Klux Klan 
leader, and Lady Michéle Renouf, 
beloved of the international White 
Power and Holocaust-denying scene 
and close associate of many leading 
German nazis. 

Some readers might recall seeing 
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Neturei Karta when Searchlight 
joined other London anti-fascists to 
demonstrate against the visit of 
Hungarian far-right leaders to 
London, which ended in fiasco. 
Some young anti-fascists thought 
Neturei Karta were part of our 
protest, but in fact they were there 
to welcome the Hungarian nazis. 
The police shuffled them off before 
they rightly got treated as the other 
nazis that day. 

The rise in attacks on the Jewish 
community is a result of the failure 
to keep the hate mongers away from 
protesters who have genuine 
concerns about the situation in 
Gaza. 

| closed the email to my friend by 
asking what next? Will the next 
march call for the total destruction 
of Israel and support for the 
terrorists who call themselves Islamic 
State? 

The very next day my attention 
was drawn to a left-wing newspaper 
with a front-page headline reading: 
“Israel Terror State! West's Attack 
Dog Must Go". Was this an 
expression of support for Hamas's 
stated policy of creating a Palestinian 
state from the river to the sea, that 
is, the destruction of the only truly 
democratic state, warts and all, in 
the Middle East? 

The same paper also criticised the 
US bombing of the butchers of 
Islamic State (formerly ISIS) who are 
slaughtering thousands upon 
thousands of Yazidis and Christians 
in lraq, as well as Kurds and other 


Muslims. The people calling for no 
bombing apparently ignore, or are 
not bothered by, the SS-style mass 
shootings, the crucifixions of 
Christians, mass beheadings of men, 
women and children, and the mass 
abductions of women to be traded 
as sex slaves, not to mention the 
wholesale destruction of places of 
worship. What kind of politics are 
being peddled here? 

The illegal pro-Islamic State 
propaganda machine turned up on 
the streets of London last month 
with people giving out leaflets in 
Oxford Street. They infuriated many 
Muslims and just about everybody 
else, including us. These people have 
no more right to a platform than 
fascists in a society that wants to 
protect its freedom and democracy. 

Those in Britain who last year 
feared Britain being dragged into 
another Middle East war if we 
bombed butcher Assad's Syria might 
be suffering a few sleepless nights 
for having helped keep him in place. 
The death toll in Syria has now 
reached over a quarter of million 
with another four million people 
displaced. And the extremists in 
Libya have since its liberation caused 
a deadly breakdown in what could 
have been a new democracy in the 
Middle East. 

This issue of Searchlight contains 
an exclusive report on the past 
political conspiracy that saw people 
with connections to the three main 
political parties working hand in 
glove with apartheid South Africa's 
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murderous intelligence operations 
carried out by BOSS (the South 
African Bureau of State Security) and 
its military intelligence counterparts. 
A common feature of many of these 
arrangements was that the British 
end was steeped in the use of rent 
boys, some very young. 

On a similar theme Searchlight 
participated in a programme in the 
BBC Radio 4 series Documents which 
examined the murder of Swedish 
Prime Minister Olaf Palme. | had 
met Bertil Wedin, the main suspect 
for the organisation of the killing, 
some years before it took place, 
when | was doing some infiltration 
work in Monday Club with the 
assistance of our late comrade and 
friend, the best-selling author Stieg 
Larsson. 

One piece of good news recently is 
that President Vladimir Putin's Trojan 
Horse media outfit, Russia Today 
(RT), lost two more of its staff, this 
time in London, who joined several 
others in complaining they were sick 
of peddling his lies. Despite the 
resignations, RT continues to invite 
known nazis and fascists to appear 
on its programmes. One of the 
regulars is Manuel Ochsenreiter, 
editor of the German nazi magazine 
Zuerst. Off screen Ochsenreiter has 
been very busy attending a series of 
international closed conferences 
including in Vienna and Sweden, and 
is expected in Hungary in October 
and at another conference at the 
end of the year in Moscow. Between 
these conferences, and when he is 
not in London addressing the new 
right lona London Forum, he is 
sitting at Assad's side in Damascus. 

Back on the streets of London, the 
English Defence League and its 
various splinter groups refuse to die 
and are out most weekends 
somewhere in the country, 
sometimes in more than one 
location, stirring up hatred. This is 


something we warned would 
happen, unlike some who wrote the 
EDL off after the departure and 
subsequent imprisonment of its 
former leader Stephen Lennon. 

Also in this issue of Searchlight is a 
detailed report on the recently 
deceased leading German Nazi 
Manfred Roeder. | met him when | 
was an ETU shop steward on a 
London site just around the corner 
from the luxurious Mayfair offices of 
Moral Re-Armament, a wealthy Cold 
War group. | posed as a potential 
recruit for them at a time when they 
were picking up people in the trade 
union movement and turning them 
into paid agents. The well spoken 
middle-aged German guy whom | 
met and whom | was trying to con in 
order to damage MRA, | found out 
only about 20 years ago, was the 
Nazi criminal Roeder. 

In view of all these things, plus the 
attempts by the Britain First fascists 
to stir up community tension by 
invading mosques, we welcome the 
news that the TUC policy document 
for next year still promotes the fight 
against fascism in the community, 
workplace and on the streets. 

With all these threats, coupled 
with the ongoing attacks by this 
government on working people and 
the unemployed, there is much work 
to be done, but we at Searchlight 
have confidence in the ability of the 
trade union and anti-fascist 
movement to defeat them. 

Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 
has been operating non-stop under 
the excellent management of Cathy 
Pound, whom trade unionists will 
have the chance to meet at TUC 
Congress or as she tours trade union 
branches and trades councils around 
the country. 

Let us together try to bring 
enlightenment and humanity to our 
movement. 

Salud 


Visit www.searchlightmagazine.com for news 
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By Dr Paul Jackson 


THE SUCCESSES of the UK Independence Party in recent 
times is causing the increasingly marginalised extreme 
right to develop a clearer sense of its own identity, 
framing this as distinct from Nigel Farage's populist 
Eurosceptic and anti-immigration agenda. So movements 
with their legacy in neo-Nazism, such as the British 
National Party, are choosing to carve out a distinct 
profile by reasserting themselves as defenders of an 
‘ethnic’ British identity. Newer groups, such as Britain 
First, are also opting for this ‘ethno-nationalist’ theme, 
though here couching its politics in a language of 
defending a Christian Britain. At the most extreme end 
of the spectrum, the openly neo-Nazi group National 
Action is targeting students with an even more brazen 
White Supremacist ideology, while another openly neo- 
Nazi group, the National Front, mounts demonstrations 
drawing on slogans espoused by the American terrorist 
David Lane. Meanwhile, we also see the more 
intellectualised circle steeped in the wider New Right 
culture, the Traditional Britain Group, developing its own 
hazy ideas for a ‘Traditional’ society. Drawing on the 
legacy of fascist-sympathising intellectuals of the 
twentieth century, Traditional Britain's politics also 
strongly implies the desire to live in a white, 
monocultural society. What unites all these distinct 
groups is opposition to multi-ethnic society and the 
vision of creating a white Britain. 

While there is much activity emerging from these 
groupings, some of which are quite divided, it is also 
crucial to stress at the outset that each of these sections 
of the British extreme right remains tiny. Apart from the 
areas they impact directly — such as Bolton which has 
been the location for many protests in recent months — 
in terms of a general impact they are quite insignificant 
too. So, on the one hand the British extreme right 
remains deeply concerned with developing an agenda 
promoting the idea of white Britain, while on the other it 
remains a largely marginalised and fragmented 
movement. Its obsession with the former is probably a 
strong reflection that wider British society is not much 
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interested in the ethnic nationalist and racist agendas 
promoted by the extreme right, even if they are 
concerned with immigration to a degree that leads to 
sympathy for UKIP. 

This also raises the question of how more (or less) 
coded forms of white nationalism are currently being 
developed by extreme right groups. In the last issue of 
Searchlight, this column focused on the trend towards 
claiming white people were facing genocide as a 
consequence of multicultural politics, and in this article | 
want to explore further the white nationalist ideas 
operating at the fringes of British politics. In all the bluff 
and bluster generated by such groups, it is all too easy 
to forget this core ambition. White, or ‘ethnic’, 
nationalist organisations have become ever more adept 
at submerging material that is openly racist, while at the 
same time promoting a politics that (1) clearly idealises a 
white identity and (2) decries non-white communities. 
This messaging can be found across the micro and 
marginalised groups that make up the current extreme 
right scene in Britain. 


Ethnic nationalism and the British National Party 
While Britain First has tried, in its stumbling way, to re- 
invent the politics of the British National Party in the 
past few months, it is important to note that the BNP 
itself continues to move forwards too — though in a far 
more marginalised manner. In July we saw Nick Griffin 
move himself from chairman to president of the BNP, 
and the post of chairman is now filled by Adam Walker. 
Nevertheless, it is clear that Griffin still wants to exert 
great influence over the movement as it moves 
forwards. 

Until about three weeks after his appointment as 
chairman, Walker hardly featured on the BNP’s website, 
while Griffin himself has authored a new message for 
the party's introduction page, setting out his vision for 
the movement. This is framed within a language that 
clearly criticises non-white immigration, and implies true 
Brits are white. For example: ‘Towns and cities all over 


The University of Northampton’s Radicalism and New Media research group 
(www.radicalism-new-media.org) is an unaffiliated academic research and 
consultancy unit formed in 2009. It has worked on several projects with 


Searchlight, most notably Lone Wolves: Myth or Reality? and Far-Right.com 
(both appearing in 2011), and is grateful to the editors of Searchlight magazine 
for the opportunity to provide independent comment in these pages. 


our beautiful country now resemble parts of Africa or 
Asia. British people have become a minority in many 
areas already, and within a few decades, we will become 
a minority across the country as a whole.’ 

Despite his change in title and position, there is no 
sense that Griffin is letting go of the BNP any time soon. 
Moreover, Griffin's own interests in promoting racist 
politics was also underscored recently as papers relating 
to his prosecution on race hate charges back in the 
1990s, before he took over the BNP, have been released. 
In these documents, among other things we find him 
expressing a firm commitment to David Lane's notorious 
White Supremacist slogan the ‘14 Words’ (We must 
secure the existence of our people and a future for white 
children). Griffin clearly still sympathises with this idea, 
as he was recently photographed at a static National 
Front demonstration standing beside a banner bearing 
the same slogan. 

Moreover, while Griffin remains at the helm, others 
within the BNP continue to find new ways of setting out 
a white nationalist agenda. Fresh-faced activists are still 
emerging from within the declining party. One emergent 


Nick Griffin shows he still sympathises with the white supremacist "14 Words" slogan, here on a National Front banner 


voice is the North West Youth Organiser Jack Renshaw. 
He featured in the BNP's extraordinary election 
broadcast ‘BNP Youth — Fight Back’, which was 
discussed in the last issue of Searchlight. Since then, 
BNPTV.org.uk has uploaded a new video featuring 
Renshaw, this time consisting of a 17-minute lecture on 
the need to distinguish between ethno-nationalism and 
civic nationalism. This provides the core distinction 
between the BNP and parties like UKIP, according to 
Renshaw. 

The video also features the youthful Renshaw making 
a range of comments that many would deem offensive, 
such as suggesting that women need to return to the 
role of homemaker, and let men be the breadwinners in 
nuclear families. As well as endorsing such sexism, he 
decries UKIP for failing to have a strong enough 
message on immigration. Yet his comments on the type 
of nationalism espoused by the BNP are the most 
revealing. From the outset, Renshaw openly endorses 
ethno-nationalism over civic nationalism, and stresses at 
the beginning of his speech that ‘the thing with ethno- 
nationalists is that we agree that we need a specific 


ai 
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Jack Renshaw, young advocate of "ethno-nationalism" in the BNP 


racial group to compromise [sic] the nation’. He goes on 
to criticise ‘civic nationalists’ such as UKIP who agree 
that ‘anybody’ (i.e. non-white people) can become part 
of the nation, which means that ‘we are being 
destroyed’. 

As such, Renshaw is nothing if not honest about 
where he stands: Britain needs to be ethnically purified. 
He does not go very far in exploring what this aspiration 
would mean in real terms. Nevertheless, this approach of 
calling for a single ethnic group to constitute the core of 
the nation, combined with endorsing a complete halt to 
immigration, is a position that clearly puts the BNP in a 
more radical position when compared to UKIP’s policies 
on migration. Moreover, he is developing a very similar 
agenda to the ethnic nationalism that underpins Britain 
First, a splinter movement that the BNP'’s literature 
unsurprisingly decries as marginal and poorly run. Unlike 
the BNP, in the past months Britain First also seems to 
have developed a superficial reputation as a Christian 
militia, rather than a white nationalist group. We ought 
to see beyond this front stage identity, and see its 
politics as rooted in the ethno-nationalist theme that the 
BNP has traditionally championed. 


Rapid growth of Britain First 

Since January 2014, there has been a sharp increase of 
interest in Britain First within the media, as well as 
among the various professionals who tackle the extreme 
right. Previously deemed an insignificant group, curiosity 
in it has grown as a result of its recent, publicity-seeking 
activities, which have played on the evocative theme of 
British Christianity versus non-British Islam. By 
developing a provocative series of ‘actions’, and hyping 
up interest in its Facebook page, Britain First has been 
successful in starting to build for itself a wider media 
profile. 

It is notable that, with the sudden wider interest in the 
movement, there is a key trigger that journalists like to 
use to signify the importance of an extreme right group: 
popularity in its internet presence. Clearly, Britain First 
are have been aware of this, and finding ways to make 
themselves appear larger than they are, especially by 
manipulating their social media presence, has helped 
bring them publicity. Therefore, those campaigning 
against extreme right groups do need to be careful not 
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to contribute, and add credibility, to Britain First's own 
claims of hundreds of thousands of people showing 
genuine and meaningful interest in the group via social 
media. 

Through this tactic of hyping up its social media pages, 
Britain First was able to feature on mainstream outlets 
including Channel 4 News as well as the BBC's Daily 
Politics, quite an achievement for such a micro grouping. 
Videos of these encounters were, of course, uploaded to 
their own webpage, giving the group greater credibility. 
Nevertheless, somewhat ironically, the backlash 
generated by its notoriously provocative invasions of 
mosques, and then uploading offensive recordings to 
YouTube, also led its financial backer, Jim Dowson, to 
reject the organisation at the end of July 2014. This has 
thrown the group into a new crisis, and it is unclear at 
the time of writing how it will proceed. 


White nationalism and Britain First 

Britain First is also typical of extreme right movements 
trying to disguise a white nationalist agenda within a 
pro-Christian and anti-Muslim rhetoric. When trying to 
fathom the core beliefs of the movement, one factor to 
consider is the origins of its core activists, Dowson and 
Paul Golding, who are both former BNP figures. While 
acknowledging this, some of the recent media reporting 
such as by Channel 4 News still described the group as 
‘religious hardliners’, tacitly accepting its own front stage 
message that Britain First is trying to preserve a Christian 
identity. 

While the idea of defending Christianity is clearly 
central to the language adopted by the groups to 
explain its cause to the media, its internal material, also 
cited in news reports on the group, underscored its core 
nationalist themes. It clearly seeks to develop a territorial 
sense of nationalism. Drawing on Dowson's background 
in Loyalist Ulster politics, its literature calls for activists to 
put up nationalist symbols in order to attempt to take 
over traditionally white council estates. Specific 
suggestions here include encouraging people to put up 
national flags and even painting paving stones in 
national colours of red white and blue. Moving beyond 
the Christian theme, such approaches seem typical of a 
hardline nationalist movement targeting working class 
audiences, whatever their attitudes to religion. 

This is not to suggest that Golding, Dowson or others 
within Britain First are without faith, at least in their own 
minds. Golding claims to have converted to Christianity, 
and may well believe that he has. Dowson's ideological 
sympathies are complex given his extensive background 
in Northern Ireland's Loyalist milieu. He defends his 
Christian faith in interviews, though for him Jesus is a 
figure who carries a sword and fights his enemies, not 
someone who loves everyone regardless of creed or 
colour. 

Moreover, Dowson's interest with discrete extreme 
right organisations such as the BNP and Britain First is 
underpinned by a more constant agenda to grow far 
right sympathy in the UK. As he stressed it in one recent 
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Britain First leader Paul Golding: Britain First tried to exploit his arrest to appeal for 
donations 


interview, he was proud of his previous involvement 
with the BNP because it helped shift British political 
sensibilities to the right, and he hoped that Britain First 
would do the same. Now that he has departed from that 
organisation, he may find another group to champion, 
unless one is to believe his statement that he has retired 
from all political activities. 

The theme of Christianity has also been a useful cloak 
for what is ultimately white nationalist direct action. 
Taking its public image as a Christian militia at face value 
might suggest that Britain First is not much concerned 
with racist themes, yet it does not take much effort to 
work out how religious identities act as stand-ins for 
racial categories. Its 2014 European election broadcast 
was a standout example of the strategy. It featured both 
Golding and Dowson talking about the aims of Britain 
First. Repeatedly, the voiceover talked of standing up for 
‘our people’, while text clippings from newspapers 
highlighted a crisis in the form of non-white immigration 
and Muslims entering Britain. One cutting, taken from 
the Daily Express, specifically reads ‘White Britons “will 
be in minority by 2066"'; another, from the Daily Mail, 
reads ‘"British Whites" are the minority in London for 
the first time’. The white nationalist message set out in 
the broadcast is only semi-disguised, and when joined 
together the combination of image and text clearly set 
out the theme of a white ‘us’ set against a non-white 
‘them’. 

Underscoring this ideal, Britain First's ‘Statement of 
Principles’, available on its website, presents a need to 
develop ethnic nationalism in a manner very similar to 
the BNP. As it stresses, ‘Britain First is committed to 
preserving our ancestral ethnic and cultural heritage, 
traditions, customs and values’. Terms such as ‘ancestral 
ethnic’ are again telling signs of a coded white 


nationalism at play, also typical of BNP-style ethno 
nationalism. Here too, the strong theme of Christianity 
as a marker of traditional ideals is really used as a 
signifier for ethnic identity. As its ‘Statement of 
Principles’ continues, ‘Britain First is committed to 
maintaining and strengthening Christianity as the 
foundation of our society and culture.’ It takes little 
imagination to think of the term that Christian can be 
replaced with here. 

This blurring of Christianity and extreme right agendas 
is nothing new, of course. British fascism has had a long 
history of blurring ultra-nationalistic, racist and Christian 
themes. In the 1930s, one even found a level of support 
from the lower Anglican clergy for the British Union of 
Fascists. Some were genuinely sympathetic, while others 
perhaps turned to fascism because of its strongly anti- 
Communist attitude, which was especially resonant in 
the wake of reports of atrocities by Communist 
republicans against nuns and priests during the Spanish 
Civil War. Mosley himself talked ambivalently of 
Christianity in the 1930s, in part to appeal to a wider 
audience and make his British Union of Fascists seem 
less alien. Fascist movements in continental Europe, such 
as Corneliu Codreanu's Legion of the Archangel Michael, 
were heavily steeped in a Christian identity, yet were 
also ultimately driven by extreme nationalism. More 
recently too in the UK we can point to the BNP's own 
fake vicar, Robert West, who made a number of media 
appearances in the 2000s to evoke a similar idea to the 
one now being offered by Britain First: Christianity as a 
coded marker of white British identity. 


National Action's open neo-Nazism 

While Britain First captured the headlines, another 
group, this time openly neo-Nazi, has also been 
developing a white nationalist agenda in recent months. 
Claiming to be inspired by Golden Dawn in Greece 
among others, National Action has been targeting 
students primarily, through its various direct action 
activities. In June, it mounted demonstrations in 
Liverpool and Exeter, and then in July it targeted London 
universities. It has already been active in London in 
January 2014, when it disturbed a lecture being 
delivered by Professor Alex Callinicos, also of the 
Socialist Workers Party. On 13 July, the group uploaded 
to its Facebook pages a series of photos it took of its 
posters, which National Action activists had put up at 
University College London and London Metropolitan 
University. 

National Action has targeted other universities in 2014 
too, including Swansea University in April 2014. 
Following this, a representative from National Action 
was interviewed by The National Student, who 
explained the racial underpinnings of the group very 
clearly. As he put it: ‘To be British you have to be white 
— if you are white you are assimilable, if you are not 
white then you are by definition not British. To us this is 
simple — it is the liberal view of the issue that is 
convoluted and somehow obsessed.’ 
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Further underscoring National Action's antagonism 
towards people who are not white, its website also 
explains the ambition of the movement as follows: 


As things gradually become worse and as things 
become more difficult financially for people to 
live on a day-to-day basis, as the environment 
which surrounds us becomes increasingly non- 
white then we will become more popular and 
gain more support — by ‘we’ | mean the far-right. 


National Action remains highly marginal, yet once 
again we see a contemporary far right group developing 
a clearly white nationalist agenda. 


Traditional Britain and fascist intellectuals 

Both Britain First and the BNP try to attract a white 
working class audience, and National Action is an 
extremist group aiming at the student market. Another 
active far right organisation with a distinct profile is the 
Traditional Britain Group, which tries to offer a more 
intellectualised home for potential extreme nationalist 
sympathies. If one needs a reminder of the racist ideas 
circulating within this outfit, then its comments last year 
calling for Doreen Lawrence to be deported ‘back to her 
natural homelands’, which were even publically 
defended on Newsnight by its Vice President and 
Treasurer Gregory Lauder-Frost, serve as a reminder. This 
episode is a theme that the Traditional Britain Facebook 
page still regularly refers to — itself telling of its lack of 
any wider impact after this point. 

Moreover, though failing to break out into anything 
approaching the national network it aspires to become, 
more recently we see its sympathies towards the far 
right's agenda in Europe expressed though telling events 
such as its annual dinner in June, which played host to a 
talk by Philip Claeys of the far right Belgian party the 
Vlaams Belang; as well as revealing comments on its 
social media sites. Its Facebook page for August 2014 
features endorsements of Marine Le Pen of France's 
Front National, for example. 

While identifying with such continental far right 
politics, we can note that Traditional Britain's activities 
are far more intellectualised than those found in the BNP 
or Britain First. Yet when we unpack their agenda we see 
a similar idealisation of an imagined version of Britain, 
one where non-white people, such as Doreen Lawrence, 
are not present. In contrast to the BNP and Britain First, 
its whole discourse is much more academic in tone, 
steeped in seemingly weighty analysis of European 
intellectuals — though notably often ones with a fascist 
past. In previous analysis of the group, Searchlight has 
highlighted the group's idealisation of figures such as 
Martin Heidegger, one of the last century's major 
philosophers and also a notorious supporter of Hitler and 
the Nazi regime. It has also examined the group's 
fascination with Julius Evola, the Italian intellectual 
whose work was sympathetic to Nazis, and who helped 
inspire postwar Italian figures such as Franco Freda and 
Robert Fiore. 
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The group has also featured praise for the interwar 
Romanian fascist leader, Corneliu Codreanu, on its 
Facebook pages. More recently, we have seen a new 
posting on another curious Romanian figure forgotten 
by most people, Mircia Eliade. This praises his ideas on 
mythic nationalism and faith as ones steeped in a deep 
sensitivity to the crisis of the modern world, and so they 
draw out Eliade's concerns with a renewal of traditions 
and keeping faith in a seemingly lost community. 

The discussions on Eliade are also curious for 
neglecting to mention that Eliade's own thinking in this 
area was profoundly marked by his active engagement 
with the interwar fascist movement in Romania, which 
went by a number of names. Eliade contributed articles 
to the Legion of the Archangel Michael's newspapers, 
endorsing its politics of an ultra-nationalist interpretation 
of Romanian Orthodox Christianity. As historians of 
fascism know only too well, the Romanian Legion of the 
Archangel Michael, and its paramilitary offshoot the Iron 
Guard, were also heavily steeped in the most extreme 
anti-Semitism. To neglect Eliade's sympathies for 
Romanian fascism seems typical of the Traditional Britain 
Group's selectivity when discussing its interest in such 
figures. 

Another recent posting discussed the political ideas of 
T. S. Eliot and Charles Maurras, exploring the themes of 


STRATEGY 
AND 
PROMOTION 


A National Action strategy document is full of Nazi imagery 


nationhood and Christian faith in both. The analysis 
commended them for expressing support for a non- 
democratic state, of the type promoted by Maurras as 
well as Eliot in his Notes Towards a Definition of 
Culture. Interest in Maurras is also intriguing given his 
leading role in the activities of Action Francaise, the early 
twentieth century French extreme right movement that 
influenced many interwar fascists. Once more, the past 
that the Traditional Britain Group is trying to evoke is 
one where it seemed an uncontested fact that white 
male intellectuals knew best. 

As with Martin Heidegger and Julius Evola, the types 
of intellectual endorsed by the Traditional Britain Group 
have mixed reputations. On the one hand, they are 
often complex figures whose ideas cannot be reduced to 
simply espousing racism. Yet on the other they are also 
clearly connected to a complex, racist or fascist past. As 
with the ideas of the New Right more generally, 
unpicking the ideals of ‘Tradition’ and extreme Toryism 
that the Traditional Britain Group promotes is a tricky 
task. Nevertheless, as with the BNP and Britain First, 
once one penetrates the surface messaging, the core 
idea again seems to be the rejection of multicultural 
ideals, and the promotion of a white, mono-cultural 
society. 


Marginalised extremism 

Sensitivity to the ethno-nationalist underpinnings of 
these far right movements, some more openly 
expressed, other developed in more coded ways, is 
important. Groups such as Britain First have sought to 
present their politics as one of clashing religious ideals, 
yet there would be very few practising Christians who 
would think of Britain First as a truly Christian 
movement. The BNP, meanwhile, seems to be ata 
peculiar stage of its development, having been largely 
defeated by its rival for the populist patriotic vote, 
UKIP, in recent times. Its response has been to 
radicalise its agenda, and develop more openly its 
ideals of entho-nationalism. Its youth movement 
seems to be developing some vocal, articulate figures 
too. Griffin is still very much part of the scene, and his 
roots in a white supremacist politics will help guide the 
party in such a direction for as long as his influence 
holds sway. 

Elsewhere too, we see that the extreme right is in a 
poor state, while at the same time there is also much 
activity going on. It is important to stress that small 
groups such as National Action need to do little to 
generate an impact, and even drawing a few additional 
students to their cause could radically enlarge their 
capacity. The Traditional Britain Group could also 
become more active, especially if some of its wealthier 
activists spend significant money on developing the 
group into a national network. 

Moreover, all of these groups are united by ideas of 
creating a white Britain, and antagonising people who 
are not white. To help distinguish themselves from UKIP, 


oe 
5 
= 
E 
Pr 
& 
s 
= 


es 7 
28 FEBRUARIE Sfcgc 
100 DE ANI DE LA NASTEREA 
MARELUI OM DE CULTURA LEGIONAR 


MIRCEA EMADE 


they are not keen to make compromises to their political 
agenda. So, while Farage dominates the electoral picture 
with his more acceptable and mainstream populism, 
these groups will be marginalised electorally. 
Nevertheless, their core activists continue to struggle on, 
and produce social media and direct action campaigns 
designed to have impact. Though the BNP and Britain 
First are, at the time of writing, facing major problems, 
we should be wary of writing them off. 

Finally, it is important to stress that there is a 
willingness for the extreme right to work together on 
issues that unite them in a common cause, such as 
opposing the development of buildings related to the 
Muslim community. One telling example here was the 
coming together of the BNP, the (currently quite divided) 
National Front and the North East Infidels, among 
others, to oppose the development of a new mosque in 
Bolton. Activists from across the far right have mounted 
a series of protests in the town, including on 5 July and 
2 August 2014. Yet what on the surface seems to be an 
anti-Muslim series of protests also has another, white 
nationalist layer. To underscore the point that a strong 
current of white nationalist politics is common among 
these protesters, the demonstrations have been marked 
by National Front banners bearing the notorious White 
Supremacist slogan ‘We must secure the existence of our 
people and a future for White Children’. 
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By Sonia Gable 


A MONTH after his sudden appointment to the 
chairmanship of the British National Party, Adam Walker is 
ardently trying to establish himself in the eyes of party 
members and, in doing so, formulate a new identity for the 
BNP and distance himself politically from his predecessor 
Nick Griffin. 

It cannot be easy for him. Griffin, who resigned on 
Saturday 19 July and became the party's president, had 
presided over the big growth and subsequent decline of 
the BNP over the 15 years of his leadership. The party 
started its run of council election wins in 2002 (apart from 
one short-lived success in 1993) and at its peak had 
around 60 councillors. Griffin's biggest victory was his own 
election to the European Parliament in 2009, along with 
Andrew Brons, who however soon parted company with 
the BNP. 

Walker has been a divisive character in the past, so he 
first needed to show he had the support of respected party 
officers. Hence the message of congratulations to Walker 
from Pete Molloy, the party's veterans’ officer, on 26 July 
and the report of his visit to the party's administrative 
office on 29 July, where he declared: “The most important 
thing at the moment is to ensure that our members are 
happy". 

On 10 and 11 August the party website posted two 
short video interviews with Walker. In the first he 
explained, glossing over some important details, how his 
accession to the chairmanship came about. Admitting there 
was wide discontent and disillusionment in the party and 
“problems” after the European election, which was 
“narticularly brutal", he explained that the party's National 
Executive had decided the party needed a “total new 
change of direction". 

“| was the deputy leader and | automatically stepped in 
as acting chairman", he said, and everyone was happy. 

In reality it was not that simple. Under version 12.3 of 
the BNP constitution, which was in force until this year 
although not available on the BNP website for some time, 
there was no provision for a deputy chairman to take over 
as acting chairman; indeed there was no formal position of 
deputy chairman, although the chairman had the power to 
create any party office he liked. The recently published 
BNP accounts for 2013 do not include a deputy chairman 
on the list of Executive members. 

The current party constitution, version 14.2, is dated 19 
July 2014, the day of the Executive meeting. (One 
wonders what happened to version 13 — is the BNP 
superstitious?) A new clause 6.4 introduces “The power to 
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appoint a President and a Deputy Chairman". Presumably 
this power rests in the chairman under clause 6.1 and 
should have been introduced as clause 6.3.2 within the 
existing list of examples of the chairman's executive power. 
No matter — no doubt the BNP could not afford a lawyer 
to write the constitution properly, a failing that is apparent 
elsewhere in the new document. 

More importantly, clause 6.4 goes on to state that in the 
event of the chairman's resignation, “the Deputy Chairman 
shall become Acting Chairman until the date of the next 
scheduled election”. That is not until summer 2015, after 
the general election. So what actually happened on 19 July 
is that the Executive changed the constitution, Griffin 
appointed Walker as deputy chairman and promptly 
resigned, Walker became acting chairman and then 
appointed Griffin as president. 

Clause 6.4 is the first and only reference in the 
constitution to a president and there is no hint of what his 
powers and duties might be. 

Walker's second interview was billed as “Adam Walker — 
the man" and focused on such events in his life as his 
army service — he joined up at the age of 16 — and his six 
years living in Japan, though he denied reports that he has 
a Japanese wife. Of his conviction for dangerous driving 
and carrying a bladed instrument, for which he received a 
six-month suspended prison sentence, not a word. The 
conviction was for chasing three boys aged between 10 
and 12 across a village green in his Land Rover, verbally 
abusing them and slashing their bicycle tyres with a 
Stanley knife. It resulted in him being banned from 
teaching for life. In the interview, Walker merely states: “I 
lost my job ... you move on". 

Asked in the interview whether he had a spiritual side, 
Walker rambled on about his love for “right”, “our own 
people” and his country, but interestingly said nothing 
about whether he had any religion. Some in the BNP 
emphasise “Britain's Christian heritage”, but there is also a 
strong secular element in the party and a few Nazis who 
espouse Odinism. 

it was not until 13 August that Walker started revealing 
his ideas about policy on the BNP website (though much 
the same text had gone out in an email on 8 August) and, 
in doing so, distancing himself from Griffin. And in case 
members had overlooked it, or perhaps because the BNP 
webmaster does not know how to pin a story to the top of 
the list, the same reappeared on 17 August with a different 
picture. 

Stating that the BNP has lost its way, he declares he 


ba 


wants to “get that drive back, that fire in our bellies ... a 
fresh start". Not that he was putting forward any new 
ideas: his starting point is “a return to our core principles 
and commonsense policies; the solid foundations of our 
shared heritage of our Freedom, Security, Identity and 
Democracy”. 

These four words were used by Griffin himself back in 
2000 in a speech in Texas where he explained to a largely 
white supremacist audience that the party needed “to use 
saleable words — freedom, security, identity, democracy ... 
So instead of talking about racial purity, we talk about 
identity”. The abbreviation FSID became the title of a 
monthly BNP audio-visual news service which was sent as 
a DVD to party groups for some years but fell out of use 
around 2010-11. 

Where the party had gone wrong, said Walker, was that 
after winning seats in Europe, “we spread our best people 
too thinly, some found a ‘wider’ cause that they continue 
to fight for abroad", adding “We are the British National 
Party, not the European National Party”. The criticism is 
clearly directed at Griffin, who spent his five years as an 
MEP building links with several European fascist groups, 
notably Jobbik in Hungary and latterly Golden Dawn in 
Greece, and travelling to Syria and Russia to pursue his 
friendship with the regimes of presidents Assad and Putin. 

Walker will instead focus on Britain, “re-connecting with 
our people, employing sensible rhetoric, getting back to 
BNP basics, emphasising solid local policies and engaging 
in direct contact". That seems also to be a rejection of the 
street protests that Griffin was keen to promote alongside 
electoral politics, but which many party members disliked. 


Nick Griffin (left) with his successor Adam Walker, who likes to boast of his time in the British army 


In his resignation statement Griffin promised that his role 
as president would enable him to give Walker “advice and 
support”, but that seems something Walker prefers to do 
without. 

Some have speculated that Griffin remains in control and 
the change of personnel is a “sham". Others have 
suggested that he was forced out against his will. The 
latter is partly true: it does seem that Griffin, despite his 
long history of weathering internal storms, eventually lost 
the support of too many key party officers to continue. But 
he appears to have been ready to go. 

Key among those officers must have been Clive 
Jefferson, the party treasurer and nominating officer, two 
powerful roles. Long an ally of Griffin, he succeeded in 
rescuing the party from a financial abyss by persuading 
elderly members to leave large sums to the party in their 
wills. A steady stream of them duly died. As well as his 
official roles, Jefferson is the majority shareholder (with 
51%) and sole director of Heritage Content Management 
Ltd, the company that controls the all-important BNP 
website. The other shareholder is Angus Matthys, the 
husband of Griffin's daughter Jennifer, but with 49% and 
no directorship he has hardly any power. The couple 
recently had a second child, who was christened in a Welsh 
church on 17 August. 

Griffin's personal bankruptcy on 3 January 2014, due to 
unpaid legal bills of £120,000, was also a factor. Though it 
was unreported at the time, at a meeting in Blackpool on 
23 February the party's members voted to remove the 
provision in the party constitution that gave the chairman 
an automatic and permanent indemnity for any liabilities 
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Will Clive Jefferson follow Adam Walker in "re-connecting with our people" rather 
than with the long arm of the law? 

incurred in his position. That mattered because the BNP 
itself, as an unincorporated association, cannot be sued for 
its debts, which therefore rest legally with individuals, 
particularly the chairman. Version 14.2 of the constitution 
now only permits the National Executive to grant 
temporary or permanent indemnity to party officers as 
they think fit. Although Griffin shrugged off his 
bankruptcy, it seems party members were unhappy at 
being led by a bankrupt, and at the risk that his creditors 
might seek to invoke the indemnity and empty the party's 
bank account. 

Griffin meanwhile, rather than focusing on Britain, wants 
to build on his “historic intervention” — his preposterous 
claim that he personally prevented Britain declaring war on 
Syria — by mounting “a very much harder campaign to 
expose and resist the latest neo-con campaign to herd the 
public into confrontation and conflict with Russia”. 

Griffin declares he wants to “build a pan-European 
campaign for peace and to resist the utter evil of those 
who seem hell-bent on plunging us into another world 
war, against the last bastion of our race on the planet 
[Russia]. In case anyone doesn't quite get his meaning, 
Griffin spells out his target: “the neo-con drive to make the 
world safe for US oil giants, the internal banks, global 
corporations and Zionist supremacism". 

The position of BNP president gives Griffin a status that 
might help in that role, but he no longer has the travel and 
expenses allowances of an MEP. Possibly he will be offered 
a paid position by one of his various friends in Europe. 

Either way, the statements and actions of Griffin and 
Walker since Griffin's resignation indicate that the end of 
Griffin's control of the BNP is genuine (as president he is 
not even a member of the National Executive, though as 
ex-chairman he becomes a “permanent voting member") 
and suggest that after the BNP’s dire electoral performance 
this year Griffin is happy to devote himself to international 
politics. 

Griffin has left the BNP in a sad state and Walker, for all 
his promotion as a decent chap who just loves his country, 
is hardly the man to turn its fortunes around. His 
statement of principles, while superficially optimistic, 
smacks of desperation when he pleads: “For now all | ask 
is that you BELIEVE again!" 

Griffin claims he has achieved two aims he set himself: to 
make the party financially stable and to end “a four-year 
electoral drought”. The latter claim is laughable. He may 
technically have ended an electoral drought by virtue of 
the re-election of one BNP councillor this year, but the 
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party now only has two councillors nationally and its vote 
in this year's European elections, including in his own 
region, was derisory. 

That the BNP is at least more financially stable than it 
has been for some years is more the work of Jefferson than 
of Griffin, who was responsible for the profligate spending 
that landed him in bankruptcy. And the party remains 
heavily dependent on legacies from dead members, hardly 
a reliable source of income. The BNP would be doing even 
better financially had not Searchlight helped the sons of a 
dead BNP supporter prevent their father's estate worth 
£389,000 going to the fascist party. 

Of the party's total income of £605,208 in 2013, more 
than £40,000 down from 2012, legacy income was 
£276,498 — 46%. Other donations stood at £147,344 and 
membership income was £142,183. 

Despite reduced income and increased staff costs 
(£205,525 in 2013 compared to £125,340 in 2012), the 
party managed to make a profit of £160,273, by spending 
very little on campaigning and avoiding paying past legal 
expenses. The BNP is still insolvent but to a lesser extent 
than before and that insolvency is partly technical — the 
result of provisions rather than actual debts, though the 
party still owes too much (£44,274) to HM Revenue and 
Customs. 

That financial weakness may be exacerbated when the 
party has to find salaries for some of the people who have 
come off the European parliamentary payroll — Griffin's 
staff including Walker and Simon Darby, even though 
Griffin himself is unlikely now to merit a party salary. 
Perhaps in this context, the accounts reveal that the party 
has set aside £56,467 as a “future wage guarantee fund”. 
A note to the accounts states that “certain funds have 
been set aside to meet future guaranteed salaries, these 
funds will be applied over the next four years". Whose 
salaries are being guaranteed and why is not revealed. 

For the moment legacy income continues to come in. 
Returns to the Electoral Commission for the first six 
months of 2014 reveal another £15,000 received from the 
estate of James Connolly and £120,000 in bequests from 
someone named as “James Wilfred Kirshaw". 

Connolly, of Newquay in Cornwall, died in September 
2012 and his estate has so far paid out £150,271.23 to the 
BNP. “Kirshaw" is probably James William Kershaw from 
Carleton, near Skipton, North Yorkshire, who died on 17 
January 2013. The party has not received any reportable 
donations (£7,500 or more) from any living supporters for 
some time. 

The accounts reveal a slow-down in the fall in 
membership, with 4,220 members at 31 December 2013 
compared to 4,872 a year earlier and 7,651 at 31 
December 2011. Of these, 784 are life members, up nine 
from 2012. Jefferson claims that membership has increased 
since the end of the year, but this would not be the first 
time such a claim has been made and not borne out by the 
accounts. Clearly the party has a core of loyal members, 
but most of these are not activists and it remains to be 
seen whether they will remain with Walker at the helm. 

The BNP's main problem is its inability to present an 
attractive electoral alternative to the UK Independence 
Party, but financially, and in terms of membership and 
national political and administrative structure, it remains 
way ahead of any other far-right parties in Britain. 


Investigation | nvestigation 


By Mark Pitchford 


THE 2014 EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
election produced one of the most 
remarkable results in British political 
history. The United Kingdom 
Independence Party (UKIP) topped the 
poll with over 4 million votes. However, 
the result was not a shock. UKIP had 
already performed well in the 2009 
European election by securing second 
place with nearly 2.5 million votes, and 
many political commentators expected 
UKIP to win in 2014.1 

Yet, UKIP's victory was important. It 
was the first time that a non- 
mainstream party had won a nationwide 
election in the UK. No such party has 
ever come close to UKIP's performance. 
Admittedly, the Social Democratic Party 
(SDP) secured 25% support at the 1983 
general election, but that was as part of 
an alliance with the Liberal Party in 
what was, effectively, a repackaging of 
mainstream politicians. Moreover, 
whereas the presence of heavyweight 
politicians such as Shirley Williams, Roy 
Jenkins. Bill Rodgers and David Owen 
made the SDP credible, and helped 
secure startling by-election victories 
before the 1983 general election, the 
calibre of UKIP candidates resulted in 
one commentator describing them as 
‘cranks and gadflies’.2 

Searchlight's attitude to UKIP from 
the beginning has, of course, been less 
sanguine. In contrast, the new leader of 
the Conservative Party, David Cameron, 
dismissed UKIP by claiming that most 
UKIP members were ‘fruitcakes, loonies 
and closet racists’.3 In doing so, 
Cameron exhibited the dismissive 
attitude adopted by all Conservative 
leaders to challenges from the right. 
Cameron may have been correct, but 
the 2014 European election must have 
shaken his apparent public-school 
insouciance and led to a greater 
consideration of the nature of UKIP, and 
whether it would go the way of all 
previous challenges to the Conservative 


Party from the right into political 
oblivion.* 

The first stage in understanding 
UKIP's future begins, of course, with an 
understanding of its past. UKIP's roots 
lie in the anti-federalist reaction to the 
idea of a European Union. In Britain, 
this sentiment regularly manifested itself 
in by-elections. Obscure individuals, 
believing that Europhiles were hiding 
from the British electors a deliberate 
process of greater integration, used by- 
elections to bring their concerns to a 
nationwide audience. The 1975 
Common Market Referendum, which 
showed that more than twice as many 
people supported the idea of an 
economic free-trading zone than 
opposed it, appeared to remove what 
little credibility opponents of the 
Common Market had. The industrial 


unrest of the late 1970s was also a 
problem. Domestic concerns 
understandably dominated British 
politics, and it did not help that the 
press often depicted those associated 
with opposition to the Common Market 
as extreme left-wingers. 

However, anti-federalism never 
disappeared, and in the 1980s received 
a boost from a growing belief that the 
formation of the European Economic 
Community was not the end of the 
process. The Schengen Agreement of 
1985, which provided for free 
movement of people within the EEC 
and from some other countries, allowed 
anti-federalists to use the fear of 
uncontrolled immigration to attract 
support. This was much easier to 
understand, especially for the 
economically marginalised, than any 
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The Schengen Agreement of 1985 allowed anti-federalists to use the fear of uncontrolled immigration to attract 


support 
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conspiracy theory about European elites 
duping the British electors about their 
real objectives. But, the real boost for 
anti-federalism was a growing unease 
among some Conservatives that the 
EEC was developing along lines they 
found unpalatable. The EEC’s decision 
to use the Flag of Europe in 1985 
piqued Conservative nationalism, and 
the Single European Act of 1986, which 
included greater use of qualified 
majority voting, seemed to presage the 
EEC's greater involvement in individual 
states’ domestic affairs. The Single 
European Act was the work of the 
Delors Commission, led by the President 
of the European Commission, Jacques 
Delors. Two years later, Delors made it 
clear in a speech at the Trade Union 
Congress that the EEC was prepared to 


Margaret Thatcher speaking in Bruges in 1988 
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shape member states’ domestic policies, 
including employment and social policy. 
For those Conservatives wedded to 
free-market principles, this looked like a 
back-door attempt at state 
interventionism. It culminated in the 
erstwhile Common Market-supporting 
leader of the Conservative Party, 
Margaret Thatcher, stating at Bruges in 
1988, 'We have not successfully rolled 
back the frontiers of the state in Britain, 
only to see them re-imposed at a 
European level’.5 

Thatcher's comments appeared to 
energise the anti-federalist cause. They 
resulted in the formation of the Bruges 
Group in February 1989. Support from 
Labour MPs and peers, such as Frank 
Field, Gisela Stuart and Peter Shore, 
bolstered the Group's claim that they 
were an independent, non-party think 
tank. Nevertheless, the Bruges Group 
was from the outset an overwhelmingly 
Conservative organisation. Support for 
the anti-federalist cause from within 
Britain's most successful mainstream 
party was, however, problematic. The 
Conservative Party was severely divided, 
because there existed within it a strong 
group of pro-Europeans, many of whom 
disliked Thatcher's leadership and 
wanted a more amenable leader. This 
meant that the anti-federalist message 
became subsumed in Conservative Party 
infighting, and all that that meant for 
domestic politics. The Conservative split 
over Europe was a factor in Thatcher's 
removal in 1990. 

Thatcher's removal occurred, 
therefore, at a time when the EEC under 
Delors was extending its power and 


encroaching on national sovereignty. 
This was excruciatingly difficult for 
Thatcher's replacement, John Major. 
Like the leaders of the Labour and 
Liberal Democrat parties, Major had 
committed the Conservative Party to 
signing the forthcoming Maastricht 
Treaty, which the Delors Commission 
drew up as part of the move towards 
greater integration. Although 
predominantly financial in content, the 
Maastricht Treaty also contained social 
provisions that many Conservatives 
found unpalatable, which was 
particularly problematic as the 1992 
general election, in which the 
Conservatives would seek a historic 
fourth term, loomed. Major managed to 
stop the party's divisions from denying 
the Conservatives victory by negotiating 
an opt out from the Treaty's social 
provisions, but it appeared that party 
unity was more important to Major than 
what anti-federalists saw as the pressing 
need to stop the steamroller of 
European political union. 

This situation was the background to 
one founding Bruges Group member, 
Alan Sked, deciding in 1991 to form the 
Anti-Federalist League with the 
intention of standing candidates at the 
1992 general election. Sked was an 
erstwhile Liberal Party candidate, which 
reinforced the Group's claim of 
independence. He also brought 
intellectual credibility to the anti- 
federalist cause. Sked was a Professor in 
International History at the London 
School of Economics, and had taken his 
PhD at Oxford under the supervision of 
the renowned historian A. J. P. Taylor. 
His decision to form the AFL and 


Jacques Delors, who as President of the European 
Commission ensured the passing of the Single 
European Act of 1986 


contest the 1992 general election, 
which would inevitably attract some 
support away from the Conservative 
Party, resulted in the Bruges Group 
removing him from their executive 
committee. So much for the Bruges 
Group's independence! 

Failure to stop the UK government 
signing the Maastricht Treaty in 1992 
resulted in the transformation of the 
AFL. In 1993, Sked and other AFL 
members turned it into the UK 
Independence Party, thereby turning a 
pressure group into a properly registered 
political party. Any hopes of quick 
success, however, were dashed. UKIP 
were competing for support in political 
space already occupied not only by 
dissident Conservative MPs and the 
British National Party, but also by the 
populist appeal of the multi-millionaire 
businessman Sir James Goldsmith. For 
all his intellectual kudos, Sked could not 
compete with Goldsmith's financial clout 
and media appeal. 

More troubling for Sked, however, 
was an issue that continues to dog 
UKIP. By 1997, Sked had become 
concerned about the presence of 
extremists in UKIP. His decision to resign 
was based on a belief that UKIP 
contained members who were racist, 
and that the far right had infected the 
party.® Sked's comments seemed to 
confirm that UKIP was simply another 
manifestation of right-wing disillusion 
with the Conservative Party, the latest in 
a long line of such groups that have 
sprung up since the end of the Second 
World War, that was doomed to failure. 
Early results seemed to suggest that this 
was the case. After gaining 7% of the 
vote at the 1999 European election, 
UKIP fielded over 400 candidates in the 


Frank Field, Gisela Stuart and Peter Shore: Labour politicians who supported the anti-federalist Bruges Group 


2001 general election, but failed 
miserably, gaining less than 2% support. 
An improved performance in the 2004 
European election, which saw UKIP gain 
12 MEPs with 16% of the vote, 
suggested that UKIP was on an upward 
trajectory. But a disastrous flirtation with 
former Labour MP turned media 
personality Robert Kilroy-Silk 
overshadowed the party's improvement. 
Moreover, the BBC's decision to cancel 
Kilroy-Silk's television programme after 
an unwise comment about Arabs once 
again raised the issue of racism within 
UKIP. 

The result of the 2009 European 
election suggested that UKIP had 
stalled. Support grew by less than 1%, 
earning UKIP one extra MEP. The 2010 
general election revealed a similar 
picture, with UKIP's vote increasing by a 
miserly 0.9%. Thereafter, however, 
UKIP's fortunes improved. It finished 
second in the 2011 Barnsley Central by- 
election, a feat it emulated from 2012 
to 2014 in Middlesbrough, Rotherham, 
Eastleigh, South Shields, Wythenshawe 
and Sale East, and Newark. To put this 
into perspective, the highest position 
achieved by the National Front was 
third place, which it achieved only once, 
at the West-Bromwich by-election of 
1973. Similarly, the BNP's best ever 
position is a third place, which it has 
achieved only once, at the 2011 
Rotherham by-election, where it came 
behind UKIP and with a reduced share 
of the vote compared to the 2010 
general election. UKIP seems set fair to 
win its first seat at the 2015 general 
election, despite the first-past-the-post 
voting system that has always worked 
against non-mainstream parties. 

The consistency of UKIP's by-election 


performances suggested it was 
attracting greater grassroots support. 
The local election results of 2013 
confirmed this. UKIP gained 22% of the 
popular vote, marginally behind the 
Conservative Party (25%) and well 
ahead of the Liberal Democrats (14%). 
In the 2014 local elections, UKIP 
maintained its momentum by gaining 
161 councilors. But it was the 2014 
European election, held on the same 
day as the local elections, that revealed 
UKIP as a serious player in UK national 
politics. UKIP won the most votes and 
nearly doubled the number of its MEPs. 
Not only was this the first time since 
1906 that a party other than Labour 
and the Conservatives had won the 
most votes, but also the first time since 
1984 that the official opposition had 
failed to win the European election. It 
also made the BNP's acquisition of two 
MEPs at the previous European election 
look pathetic. Sustained local election 
performance and outstanding European 
election success, coming on top of by- 
election consistency, therefore suggests 
that UKIP is different to the likes of the 
NF and the BNP in the sense that it 
presents a credible promise of electoral 
SUCCESS. 

There is a temptation, of course, to 
dismiss UKIP's performance as a protest 
vote for a single-issue party funded by 
wealthy disgruntled Conservatives. This 
picture is, however, simplistic. There 
might be elements of ‘protest’ in UKIP 
support, but the party also attracts 
many Thatcherite voters who believe 
that the Conservative Party has moved 
away from them permanently on social 
and economic issues. Additionally, 
describing UKIP as a single-issue party 
does not wash. Admittedly, withdrawal 
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Sir James Goldsmith, whose Referendum Party drew support away from UKIP 


from the EU is the ideological core of 
UKIP, but this is no different from other 
parties, who also have an ideological 
core informing their policies. Moreover, 
UKIP has policies in all the main areas 
expected of a mainstream party, no 
matter how nebulous or ‘under review’ 
they are. 

Nor does the belief that wealth is the 
cause of UKIP’s success stand up. It is 
true that since 2001, UKIP has received 
over £7 million in donations, and that a 
few individuals account for a sizable 
proportion of this. Channel 4 News 
revealed that former Conservative Party 
member Paul Sykes donated £1.46 
million to UKIP, and that other large 
donations came from Stuart Wheeler 
(£0.5 million), Julian Blackwell 
(£200,000), Sir John Craven (£12,500), 
Lord Neidpath (£54,000), Viscount 
Cowdray (£35,000) and Lady Vinson 
(£10,000).” However, although the 
Electoral Commission's records show 
that UKIP received a total of £1.4 
million in donations in 2009, it fared less 
well in subsequent years.® Furthermore, 
these figures are nowhere near the 
sums received by the three mainstream 
parties, who received a total of nearly 
£33 million in donations, and over £8.5 
million in public funds, making a total of 
£41.5 million in 2013 alone.’ It is not so 
easy, therefore, to glibly dismiss UKIP as 
either a repository for protest votes or 
the tool of wealthy right-wingers. 

Consequently, the idea that UKIP is 
simply another manifestation of Britain's 
ubiquitous post-1945 extreme right, 
which typically declines rapidly after 
briefly flourishing, is incorrect. UKIP is 
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not going away. Therefore academics 
are paying increasing attention to UKIP, 
with two leaders in this field recently 
concluding that it represented a revolt 
on the right that had ‘changed the face 
of British politics’."° In addition, the 
Conservative Party's response has been 
very revealing. Whenever threatened 
from the right previously, the 
Conservative Party has adopted a three- 
stranded approach combining dismissive 
comments from its leaders, an apparent 
tougher stance on the issue that is 
exercising the right (usually 
immigration, but not always) and, away 
from public attention, a concerted effort 
to spread damaging stories about the 
particular threat. It is probably more 
accurate, therefore, to view Cameron's 
dismissive comments in 2006 as typical 
of a Conservative leader and the less 
the product of Eton-bred arrogance. 


: TREATY 


Former Labour MP Robert Kilroy-Silk whose brief period as a UKIP MEP in 2004-05 did the party no favours 


Reinforcing this is evidence of the other 
two strands. For example, UKIP claimed 
to have evidence that Conservative 
Central Office's intelligence operation 
was responsible for the smearing of its 
candidates during the 2013 local 
elections.’1 Meanwhile, Home Secretary 
Theresa May's response to UKIP's 
success was to announce the possibility 
of tougher immigration rules." 

The Conservative Party has a one 
hundred percent success rate in blocking 
challenges from the right. Whether the 
Conservative Party's response will prove 
as successful against UKIP is, however, 
difficult to determine. Whilst it is true 
that UKIP has embarrassing connections 
with former BNP members, this has not 
held back its electoral success. 
Highlighting these connections is 
important, but there are three 
interlinked reasons why this might not 
be as effective against UKIP as it has 
proved against other groups. First, UKIP 
has banned former BNP members from 
joining it, and has suspended or 
removed members whose views 
threaten to damage it. This is not to 
deny that people with such odious 
views might still be in UKIP, or that 
UKIP attracts people who hold them, 
but merely to state that UKIP's 
leadership is presenting an acceptable 
face to the electorate. Secondly, UKIP’s 
ideology is not so easy a target as that 
of previous challengers from the right. 
Whereas earlier threats from the right 
such as the NF had skin colour at the 
core of their ideology, UKIP's focus on 
national sovereignty and European 
integration means that when it raises 
the issue of immigration it does so as an 
ideological adjunct rather than the core 
of its beliefs, which makes it more 


difficult to make charges of racism stick. 
Finally, the context in which UKIP is 
operating is propitious. Disillusionment 
and anger at the political establishment 
is high, and shows little sign of abating, 
and disastrous economic circumstances 
surrounding the creation of the euro 
have increased fears that membership of 
a single currency would cost the British 
taxpayer dear. UKIP’s threat to the 
Conservative Party and mainstream 
politics is, therefore, very real. 

What makes UKIP's threat even more 
credible is the position of the electorate. 
Party political loyalty is nowhere near as 
extensive as it used to be, and voters 
are arguably more sophisticated in the 
use of their vote. Tactical voting is more 
common, and voters are willing to give 
non-mainstream parties a chance, as 
exemplified by the Green Party's 
breakthrough at the 2010 general 
election, when Caroline Lucas was 
elected in Brighton Pavilion. It is 
possible, therefore, that the electorate 
will continue to vote UKIP in European 
and local elections, but not in general 
elections. However, this situation is 
unlikely to continue if the mainstream 
parties do not address the issue of 
consent for remaining in the EU. 

Furthermore, as shown by recent 
research, all three mainstream parties 
face dilemmas in dealing with UKIP. The 
Conservatives cannot afford to lose any 
more supporters to UKIP, but regaining 
those who have already turned to UKIP 
would threaten to alienate other voters 
who are necessary for electoral success. 
The Labour leadership might think they 
will benefit from the Conservatives’ 
dilemma, but to do so would necessitate 
operating in UKIP’s territory of Europe 
and immigration, which could reduce 
support from the educated, white-collar 
‘New Left’. For the Liberal Democrats, 
the dilemma is quite simple: after their 
decision to form a coalition with the 
Conservatives in 2010, how can they 
reassume the pose of the ‘anti- 
establishment’ party, which UKIP has 
now firmly appropriated? 

What conclusion can we draw, then, 
about UKIP from its history, and what is 
its likely trajectory? Clearly, UKIP 
operates predominantly on the right, 
but it is not solely of the right. In that 
sense, it is little different from the many 
individuals and groups who have sought 
electoral support, including the NF and 
the BNP. It attracts racists, but evades 
description as a racist party quite 
successfully compared to the likes of the 


Major UKIP funder Stuart Wheeler (right) with Nigel Farage 


BNP. It possesses credible leaders and, 
more importantly, some serious electoral 
credibility, which elevates it into a tier of 
political legitimacy never attained by a 
fourth party in British politics. This is a 
consequence of a credible meta- 
narrative that portrays an untrustworthy 
political elite betraying the electorate. 
As a result, UKIP has impacted the 
political mainstream, and it has 
undoubtedly caused serious concern 
within Conservative Central Office. 

It would seem, therefore, that barring 
extraordinary events there are only two 
barriers to UKIP's growth. One is the 
first-past-the-post electoral system, but 
this is no longer guaranteed to block 
non-mainstream parties, and its 
suitability may be further questioned by 
an increasingly diverse electorate. The 
other is the issue of a referendum on 
Europe. Whether UKIP's support is 
limited or improved by a refusal to hold 
a referendum is hard to judge, but 
agreeing to one will subject its 
arguments to closer scrutiny and 
possibly result in its decline. 


‘1 The last opinion poll published by the 
three main tabloid newspapers, the 
Daily Mail, The Sun and the Mirror, 
predicted a UKIP victory, as did The 
Independent on Sunday and ITV News. 
The Times and The Sunday Telegraph 
predicted a Labour victory, whilst The 
Guardian's ICM poll suggested a narrow 
Conservative win. Nevertheless, all polls 
predicted sizable gains for UKIP. 
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accessed 6/8/14. 

4 For the history of challenges to the 
Conservative Party from the right since 
1945 see, M. Pitchford, The 
Conservative Party and the extreme 
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tm, accessed 8/8/14. 
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THE LATE CONSERVATIVE MP David Atkinson was a key 
player in South African intelligence operations seeking to 
enlist British politicians and media figures in a last ditch 
defence of the apartheid regime during the late 1980s. 
Some of these operations had the blessing of the British 
and American intelligence establishments. 

As part of the ongoing media focus on paedophilia, 
national newspapers recently published interviews with 
Atkinson's ex-wife and son. They described the Thatcherite 
MP as a predatory homosexual interested in very young 
men, and suggested that he might have featured in secret 
dossiers on Westminster paedophiles. 

In the context of Atkinson's career in the Conservative 
Party, such a lifestyle would have been politically toxic had 
it become known. Networks of secret homosexuals (let 
alone paedophiles) were therefore very useful to 
organisations such as BOSS (the South African Bureau of 
State Security), renamed the National Intelligence Service 
(NIS) in 1980. The NIS and its military counterpart, the 
Directorate of Military Intelligence (DMI), had a long record 


David Atkinson, former MP, apartheid apologist and keen employer of young male PAs 
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of subversive operations in London. Some of these targeted 
anti-apartheid organisations based in the UK; others 
recruited sympathetic right-wing MPs and journalists to 
spread South African propaganda; while a third category 
involved secret arms deals and assassinations. 

During the 1960s and 1970s the key South African asset 
in London was John Fairer-Smith, a well known figure in 
the private security industry. He employed agents such as 
the Daily Mail journalist Keith Wallace, who died in a 
mysterious fall from his Kensington flat in January 1970. 
Many suspect that Wallace was killed after he tried to quit 
the South African operation. If so this would be one of 
several murders committed across Europe by apartheid’s 
agents. 

Two of Fairer-Smith's other operatives, the former 
Rhodesian soldier Norman Blackburn and the Downing 
Street secretary Helen Keenan, were employed to steal 
confidential minutes from Prime Minister Harold Wilson's 
Cabinet meetings. They were jailed in 1967. 

Ironically a later generation of South African intelligence 
assets included the man who had been Wilson's press 
secretary, Sir Trevor Lloyd-Hughes. 

In 1980 apartheid's propaganda agents created outlets in 
several Western capitals to promote the Pretoria regime's 
line on Namibia. This former German colony had been a 
South African mandate under the League of Nations after 
1919, but during the 1970s international pressure increased 
for Pretoria to relinquish what was now declared an illegal 
military occupation under international law. In 1978 UN 
Resolution 435 established a basis for a South African 
withdrawal and transfer of power in Namibia. 

The Pretoria propaganda machine was activated, and 
despite his background as press secretary for the anti- 
apartheid Wilson (and his continued association with 

Wilson's former aide Lady Falkender), Lloyd-Hughes was 
chosen to head its London arm, the Namibia Information 
Service. During the early 1980s his PR company, Lloyd- 
Hughes Associates, had a £172,000 annual contract to 
promote South Africa's Namibian puppet administration. 

Lloyd-Hughes arranged all-expenses-paid visits to 
Namibia for parliamentary delegations including openly 
pro-South Africa right-wingers such as Nicholas Winterton, 
as well as easily bought characters such as Labour's Lord 
Molloy (the former Ealing MP Bill Molloy). He financed a 
propaganda film on Namibia, premiered in December 1984 


Sir Trevor Lloyd-Hughes, Harold Wilson's trusted press secretary who later headed 
the South African regime's Namibia Information Service 


at the Royal Overseas League in the presence of Margaret 
Thatcher's press secretary Bernard Ingham. The film was 
presented by the ITN newscaster Trevor McDonald, who 
later realised he had been duped into participating in a 
pro-South African project. In an attempt to offset 
Christian anti-apartheid campaigns, the film featured 

the Thatcherite academic Rev Edward Norman, Dean 

of Peterhouse College, Cambridge, who presided over 

a right-wing coterie including the future minister 

Michael Portillo. 

By 1985 the apartheid regime was under heavy pressure 
and decided to overhaul its Namibian propaganda 
operations under the leadership of a career intelligence 
officer, Sean Cleary, who had served in Tehran during the 
Shah era and as BOSS/NIA representative in Washington, 
before being posted to Namibia in 1983. 

Lloyd-Hughes's contract had been renewed in September 
each year, but in 1985 he was dismayed to find himself cut 
out of the lucrative deal. Instead Cleary recruited two 
former Lloyd-Hughes employees — Stephen Govier and 
Patrick Watson — to front a new London office. 

Govier was then a young Conservative councillor for 
Millbank ward, Westminster, though he was later to enjoy a 
colourful political and criminal career (see page 23). Watson 
was straight out of the British establishment's top drawer. 
He had left the Black Watch as a Captain in 1982 for a 
career in political lobbying, but his family had close and 
continuing ties with the regiment. His father, Major General 
Andrew Watson, was by then Colonel of the Black Watch 
and Lieutenant Governor of the Royal Hospital, Chelsea; he 
had been military attaché in Washington during the 1970s 
and then spent two years as Nato’s Chief of Staff for 
Northern Europe. Patrick Watson's brother Alastair served 
with the Black Watch until 1991, and from 2003 to 2012 
was Private Secretary to the Duke of York. 

It is inconceivable that given Patrick Watson's role the 
British security establishment was unaware of the South 
African operation in London. At exactly the time of this 
propaganda reorganisation in 1985, British authorities were 


certainly aware of another arm of South African intelligence 
operations in the UK: one of Pretoria's military intelligence 
assets, Douglas Bernhardt, fixed a massive shipment of 
arms to Ulster loyalist paramilitaries in exchange for 
scientific secrets from the Belfast arms company Short 
Brothers. Brian Nelson, a British agent inside the terrorist 
Ulster Defence Association, travelled to South Africa to seal 
the deal. In 1991 South African military intelligence duped 
one of the paramilitary factions involved in the deal — the 
UDA - into attempting the murder of the anti-apartheid 
academic Dr Adrian Guelke at Queen's University Belfast. 

Meanwhile Watson and Govier (under Cleary’s direction) 
ran “Strategy Network International" from an expensive 
office in Storey's Gate, Westminster. SNI also had a 
“charitable” front, the Namibia Charitable Trust, registered 
just before Lloyd-Hughes was ousted. Watson was a 
founding trustee of the charity and later served as its 
secretary. 

Two other trustees were prominent right-wing 
Conservative MPs and longstanding defenders of the 
apartheid regime. They also happened to be secret 
homosexuals. 

One was Sir Fergus Montgomery, chairman of the 
“charity”, who had been Parliamentary Private Secretary to 
Thatcher and was the organiser of her campaign for the 
Conservative leadership in its early months. He never 
received promotion during the Thatcher governments, 
partly because during the early 1960s he had been named 
in security investigations of gay Tories associated with the 
convicted Admiralty spy John Vassall. 

The other was Atkinson, the MP for Bournemouth East. 
Shortly before his death in 2012, Atkinson (long since 
divorced) came out as gay and entered a civil partnership, 
but during his political career, beginning as national 
chairman of the Young Conservatives in 1970, he 
presented himself as a happily married family man. 
Atkinson's son told The Sunday Telegraph in July 2014: “| 
think my father got mixed up with the wrong people. | 
think he didn't want anybody to find out he was gay and 
[they] used that to influence him. He liked young men." 

The Atkinson family has supplied information to the 
Labour MP Tom Watson, who alleges that a paedophile 


Stephen Govier (right) campaigning for the All People's Party in this year's local 
council election in Southwark 
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Now a UKIP deputy chairman, when a Tory MP Neil Hamilton failed to register his 
paid consultancy with Strategy Network International 


ring operated at the highest level of Thatcher's 
Conservative Party. Atkinson's ex-wife Sue told the Daily 
Mail that after discovering her husband's secret life: “| 
remember thinking about all the young, male PAs he'd had 
— he employed lots of Americans — and his biggest offence 
was to bring them home. I'd welcome them and look after 
them and | now know he'd been having sex with some of 
them." 

One of the young Americans employed in Atkinson's 
Westminster office from 1984 to 1986 was Byron Russell, 
who joined him as a trustee of the Namibia Charitable 
Trust. Russell's service to apartheid’s propaganda machine 
had begun via the “USA Foundation" set up by the 
notorious lobbyist Jack Abramoff and staffed by his fellow 
Reagan-era College Republicans. 

Russell also served on the executive committee of the 
International Society for Human Rights, which was chaired 
by Atkinson. The ISHR had begun in Frankfurt as a Cold 
War anti-communist propaganda outfit: its founder was 
Ivan Agrusov, head of the Russian fascist organisation NTS. 
This group had collaborated with the Nazi invaders in 1941 
but fell out with Berlin later in the war. 

In March 1986 Atkinson chaired an ISHR conference in 
London to promote the South African line on Namibia. One 
of the speakers was the Conservative MP for Streatham, 
William Shelton. Helping Atkinson to organise the 
conference were Ernst & Young management consultant 
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Warren Bourne, previously a researcher at the Adam Smith 
Institute, and Harry Phibbs, then an especially notorious 
activist in the Federation of Conservative Students, now a 
Tory councillor in Hammersmith. 

While acting as a South African propagandist, Atkinson 
remained Parliamentary Private Secretary to Trade and 
Industry Secretary Paul Channon until 1987. 

Atkinson's right-hand man, Russell, was especially useful 
for South African propagandists because he is African- 
American. Another important asset quickly recruited to the 
staff of Strategy Network International was Derek Laud, 
London's best-known black, gay Conservative. Laud 
recommended that SNI bring several of his Westminster 
friends onto the payroll as parliamentary consultants, 
including Neil Hamilton and Michael Colvin, who later ran 
into trouble for failing to record their payments from the 
South African propagandists in the Register of Members’ 
Interests. 

One of several parliamentary trips to South Africa 
organised by Atkinson and Laud — all expenses paid, of 
course — took place in 1989 and included David Cameron, 
then an employee of Conservative Central Office, now 
Prime Minster. When Cameron's participation in this 
apartheid freebie was first publicised in 2009, Alistair Cooke 
(now Lord Lexden), Cameron's boss at Central Office at the 
time, defended it as “simply a jolly. It was all terribly 
relaxed, just a little treat, a perk of the job. The Botha 
regime was attempting to make itself look less horrible, but 
| don't regard it as having been of the faintest political 
consequence.” 

Lord Lexden might regard apartheid South Africa's 
intelligence operations as “jolly”, but in the light of 
revelations about the sordid private life of Atkinson, who 
ran much of this propaganda network, those investigating 
the Westminster paedophile scandal might take a different 
view. 

The relationships between the British far right, London's 
security and intelligence services, and the apartheid state 
(not forgetting their long-time Rhodesian allies) have never 
been exposed by a “Truth Commission" style inquiry. One 
such mystery was a conspiracy in 1987 to kidnap several 
exiled members of the ANC — a conspiracy that was only 
foiled when a South African agent using the name Frank 
Larsen was arrested for importuning in the lavatory of the 
Regent Palace Hotel near Piccadilly Circus. (Due to their 
notoriety as a gay pick-up spot, the lavatories were being 
monitored by police.) On his arrest Larsen produced a 
Ministry of Defence police ID. 

Larsen had close ties to several British Conservatives and 
military figures, and had recruited British ex-servicemen to 
assist in the proposed kidnap. He and a fellow agent were 
hurriedly deported from the UK before the case could be 
scrutinised in court. Police had examined correspondence 
from senior Tories including future Home Secretary David 
Waddington, former minister Julian Amery and recently 
retired MP Sir Edward Gardner, as well as from Foreign 
Office diplomat William Marsden, later a British 
ambassador. 

The senior South African officer controlling the kidnap 
plot was Johan Niemoller, who was part of the “Civil 


Cooperation Bureau", which oversaw death squad 
operations. Niemoller also took part in South Africa's 
successful effort to prevent a coup against the Seychelles 
dictator France-Albert René. While they had actively 
sponsored previous coup attempts, the apartheid regime 
had struck a deal with René and with the main investor in 
the Seychelles, Giovanni Mario Ricci, who employed Craig 
Williamson, one of the most notorious South African agents 
to operate in the UK, and Willem Ehlers, former private 
secretary to South African President P W Botha. 

South African intelligence assets helped remove the most 
dangerous Seychelles exile, London-based Gérard Hoarau, 
who was shot dead on his doorstep in Edgware, north 
London, in 1985. The victim had been monitored by a team 
of surveillance specialists working for the former British 
policeman and private detective lan Withers on behalf of 
Ricci and the Seychelles authorities. The 1987 ANC kidnap 
plot was also intended to have the side benefit of 
discrediting the Seychelles exiles and assisting Pretoria's 
new friend President René. 

Perhaps the current paedophile scandal, by prompting an 
investigation into some of the more exotic political 
networks on the Tory Right, might yet trigger a long 
overdue investigation into this vile cocktail of murder, arms 
dealing, treason and sexual abuse. 

(The Labour Party might belatedly take an interest in 
Atkinson's intelligence connections, since in December 


1994, just a few months after Tony Blair became Labour 
leader, two of Atkinson's staff, including another young 
American intern, were found late on a Friday evening inside 
Blair's Westminster office. They claimed they had got lost 
after a few drinks.) 

Less than a year later the BBC uncovered details of 
Govier's criminal conviction. Contrary to Labour Party rules 
he had failed to declare it during the Southwark selection 
procedure. By this time Govier was a prominent “anti- 
crime" campaigner, calling for replica guns to be banned. 

At the end of January 2011 — during the same week as 
the exposure of Govier's conviction — his fellow Southwark 
Labour councillor and “anti-crime” campaigner John Friary 
was arrested on suspicion of grooming a child for sex. 
(Friary was later jailed for 15 months: he had “groomed" 
someone he thought was a 15-year-old girl in an internet 
chat room, but the person turned out to be an adult male 
blackmailer.) 

Govier and Friary both resigned from the Labour Party, 
but Govier remained a councillor and despite having failed 
to declare his conviction could not legally be removed from 
Southwark Council. He completed his term of office and 
eventually in 2014 joined a new organisation, the All 
People's Party, together with several serving and former 
councillors in Southwark and neighbouring London 
boroughs. 

Almost all Govier's new party colleagues are black. 


Stephen Govier was Conservative councillor for Millbank ward, Westminster, from 1982 to 1986. During this period 
(when, as now, Westminster city council was Tory-controlled) he served as vice-chair of the Social Services Committee and 
chair of the Grants Sub-Committee. (His fellow Millbank ward Tory councillor was Teresa Gorman, who succeeded Harvey 
Proctor as MP for Billericay following Proctor’s conviction in 1987 for offences of “gross indecency” with male 


prostitutes.) 


Govier was employed by the political PR company Lloyd-Hughes Associates, running the London arm of a worldwide 


South African propaganda network. 


In 1985 Govier and one of his colleagues, former British Army officer Patrick Watson, carried out an “office coup” as 
part of the Pretoria regime's reorganisation of its propaganda operations, setting up a new London company, Strategy 
Network International, controlled by South African intelligence officer Sean Cleary. SNI soon recruited one of the most 
infamous characters on the Tory Right, Derek Laud, who organised all-expenses-paid trips to South Africa promoting P W 


Botha's polices. 


Following the end of his apartheid meal ticket in the early 1990s, Govier moved to the USA. 

In 1998 he was jailed in California after shooting a man in the head. He had originally been charged with attempted 
murder and possession of cocaine, as the victim had come to his home in connection with a drug deal. When Govier 
appeared in court, the prosecution dropped the most serious charges and proceeded only with a single charge of assault 


with a deadly weapon. 


After completing his sentence Govier returned to the UK and joined the Labour Party in 2006. In 2010 he was elected 
Labour councillor for South Camberwell ward, Southwark, and was photographed on the campaign trail with local MP 


and Labour deputy leader Harriet Harman. 


While many people change their political views, did no one in the Labour Party question Govier's well documented role 
as one of London's leading propagandists for the apartheid regime? 


Autumn 2014 | Searchlight | 23 


Investigation | nvestigation 


By Dr Mark Pitchford 


Searchlight's recent exposure of an extreme-right wing group 
plotting to takeover a traditionalist Catholic group seems to 
have had an impact.’ This group, known first as ‘The Mission’ 
and subsequently ‘The Resistance’, had plans to effect a coup 
within the Society of Saint Pius X (SSPX). The Society is a 
dissident Catholic group alienated from the papal curia due to 
its continuing refusal to accept the modernisation of the 
Catholic Church that resulted from the Second Vatican Council 
(1962-5). Overt activity by The Resistance has diminished. For 
example, one of its leaders, Alun Rowlands, has recently 
retired from HM Revenue and Customs shortly after we 
suggested that he might be using HMRC's software to publish 
material on behalf of The Resistance. 

That does not mean, however, that Rowlands and his fellow 
extremists have ceased their covert activities. In the genteel 
resort of Broadstairs is the home of Bishop Richard Williamson, 
the Holocaust-denying leader of these extremists. Very soon, 
Rowland and other members of The Resistance, including 
Michael Fishwick, Matthew Taylor and possibly Mark Webber, 
are meeting under the guise of a ‘Dickens Weekend’. We 
understand that these mutual friends have great expectations 
of a positive picture from Italy?, and we await information on 
the outcome of their literary sojourn. 

In the meantime, there is the opportunity to examine 
evidence about the exact nature of these individuals who use 
religion as a cover for their attempts to infect the mainstream. 
One fruitful area for academics investigating extreme-right 
groups and individuals is the internet. It provides the 
extremists a means, via blogs, to spread their message without 
having to face the scrutiny of reasoned argument that an 
appearance on mainstream media entails. 

Whenever they have appeared on mainstream media, right- 
wing extremists are very careful about their comments and 
often present a reasonable face to the viewer. Sometimes 
extremists can even use mainstream media to suggest that 
they are the victims, as when Nick Griffin appeared at the 
Oldham East and Saddleworth by-election declaration in 2011 
with a gag around his mouth. Obviously, Griffin meant to 
convey the idea of the little man silenced by sinister media 
corporations. Indeed the ‘gagged truth teller’ is a common 
trope used by the extreme right to depict an impression of 
themselves as honest underdogs fighting a sinister alien 
conspiracy. 

Thus, it was no surprise when we saw a blog called Voice of 
Albion which led with a picture of a gagged Bishop 
Williamson.3 This was clearly a reference to Williamson's 
Holocaust denial, which an audio recording of Williamson's 
views embedded in the blog confirmed. However, the blog 
was much more than a mere confirmation of Williamson's 
views because, for some reason, these extremists seem either 
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to let their guard down when broadcasting on the internet or 
see it as an opportunity to vent their hatred without fear of 
any legal consequences. 

Let's begin with a quick acknowledgement of the people 
involved in the Voice of Albion blog, Paul Hickman and Kevin 
McHugh. Hickman posts on a number of extreme-right and 
white supremacist blogs, often using the name ‘Paul 
WhiteBritish’. He features regularly in The Daily Stormer blog. 
The Daily Stormer claims to be a non-violent alternative media 
website, but is in fact an antisemitic one associated with the 
openly fascist publication Total Fascism.* Hickman joined the 
British National Party in 2003 and became its Birmingham 
organiser before leaving in April 2013 to pursue his White 
Nationalist agenda via the internet.> McHugh's extremist 
pedigree is even longer. He joined John Tyndall's BNP in the 
mid-1980s and has stood as a parliamentary and local 
candidate for the BNP. 

On 14 July, Renegade Broadcasting broadcast Hickman's 
Voice of Albion discussion with McHugh. Their topics included 
the SSPX, Bishop Williamson and the Holocaust. The broadcast 
began with an excerpt of Williamson denying the Holocaust 
using spurious logic and dubious knowledge of history and 
chemistry that any half-awake sixth-former would see 
through. McHugh proceeded to claim that all European 
nations and races were ‘under threat of extermination by 


Bishop Richard Williamson pretends to be persecuted 


BNP leader Nick Griffin claimed he was " gagged for telling the truth" when he and 
another BNP candidate were prevented from giving a speech at an election count in 
Oldham for fear that they would incite further racial tension in the town which had 
suffered race riots 12 days earlier 


planned genocide’, before outlining his three years’ training to 
be a priest in SSPX before he left the Society due to ‘certain 
differences’. 

Both Hickman and McHugh agree that The Protocols of the 
Learned Elders of Zion is not a forgery but an ‘absolutely 
genuine’ work setting out Jewish plans for world domination, 
another extreme-right trope. For McHugh, a German court's 
finding that Williamson was guilty of Holocaust denial was the 
result of a conspiracy involving the Anti-Defamation League, 
which he described as ‘that trouble-making Zionist den of 
vipers’. Unsurprisingly, McHugh repeats another trope, the 
blood libel, but adds the slur that most modern European Jews 
are Khazars who worship demons and the Devil. It is not 
difficult to infer from these comments who they believe is 
planning genocide. 

Equally troubling is another embedded video in Hickman’s 
blog that explicitly sets out a belief in the Jewish plot. It 
describes the Jew as ‘the destroyer of nations’, and claims that 
‘politicians are controlled by a hidden hand that seeks to 
destroy your nation and establish a tyrannical Judaic New 
World Order’. Reinforcing the perception that the Voice of 
Albion is antisemitic, racist and even neo-Nazi are the links it 
carries to other websites, such ‘Gas Chamber Hoax’, 
‘Stormfront’, ‘Destroy Zionism’, ‘Thulean Perspective’ and ‘The 
Greatest Story Never Told’. 

But what might send shivers down readers’ spines is a 
picture at the top right of the blog of a lone wolf. The 
symbolism is unmistakable. It glorifies the actions of the 
individual prepared to take whatever action is necessary to 
achieve his objectives. Searchlight highlighted the growing 
threat of extreme right-wing ‘lone-wolf' terrorists, citing 
examples such as the Oklahoma bomber Timothy McVeigh 
and London nail bomber David Copeland as frightening 
examples of the threat they pose. Anders Breivik's atrocity in 
Norway in July 2011 was an example of the consequences of 
not recognising and dealing with these individuals. Chapter 4 
of the report, however, showed that far from being ‘loners’, 
these individuals always have a hinterland of extreme-rightg 
connections. 

So, what conclusions are possible from these considerations? 
Obviously, the idea that Williamson and his views are gagged 
is nonsense. In one sense this is fortunate, because it allows 
those who oppose such views to challenge them. It is also 
clear that Williamson's supporters might have been less visible 


recently, but that does not mean they are inactive. Who 
knows, perhaps the ‘Dickens Weekend’ will result in learned 
literary comment, but this is unlikely. The most stark 
conclusion, however, is that racism, antisemitism and even 
neo-Nazism continues to try to infect the Catholic Church, and 
that those attempting this include among their political 
hinterland people prepared to contemplate, and possibly even 
carry out, atrocities that are anathema to Catholic teaching. 


1920 British edition of the notorious Tsarist forgery outlining a Jewish conspiracy for 
world domination. It has been reprinted in many languages by antisemites worldwide 


' See ‘Neo-Nazi Holocaust deniers “plan takeover" of SSPX, 
claim anti-Fascist campaigners’, 25/5/13, ‘Impiousness among 
the pious’, Searchlight, June-July 2013, no. 454, and ‘Neo- 
Nazis, the Catholic church and council property’, Searchlight, 
October-November 2013, no. 456. 


2 Apologies for the Dickens puns, but in these hard times for 
The Resistance | thought they might enjoy some wit on their 
long voyage to Broadstairs. 


3 http://www.renegadebroadcasting.com/voice-of-albion-w- 
paul-hickman-7-2-14/, accessed 12/8/14. 


4 See, http://www.totalfascism.com/daily-stormer-now-live/, 
accessed 12/8/14. 


> http://carolynyeager.net/saturday-afternoon-interview-paul- 
hickman-birmingham-nationalist, accessed 12/8/14. 
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The Arts: Untold stories of the 21st century 


By London writing team, Kathryn Cave and Nick Madden www.kathrynandnick.com 


The media follows its own agenda. Certain stories do the rounds. A lot of stories can’t be told. 
But somewhere, buried in here, lurks the truth. In this series of interviews for Searchlight Kathryn 
and Nick speak to a range of arts professionals who are using their medium to shed new light on 
the world. These are the untold arts stories of the 21st century. 
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Geoffrey 


Seed invents a new way to tell the truth 


“'THE COMMON CURRENCY of both our professions is 
information. You want information. We want information. | 
can get you this, but | want the following things ...' what he 
wanted was information about my colleagues at Granada 
[TWAS 

It is a blistering hot day and we're sitting in the café at the 
lofty Old Station House in Welshpool, sipping refreshing 
beverages while investigative journalist, turned novelist, 
Geoffrey Seed describes a life-changing chat he had with a 
Special Branch officer back in the mid-1970s. Seed had been 
out drinking and getting close with his new Special Branch 
contact for a few weeks before the policeman finally asked 
him to spy on his workmates. 

“| was deeply, deeply, deeply offended by this," says Seed 
with some feeling. “I felt dirty at this approach. | was deeply 
offended that anyone would think I'd do that sort of stuff. | 
walked out of that meeting ... and | never saw the guy 
again.” 

Geoffrey Seed has made his career out of sensitive 
information. He began work at the Daily Mail in the late- 
1960s and spent time reporting from Northern Ireland when 
the troubles began. This gave him a unique insight into the 
manipulation of truth, and left hina convinced it was 
something he wanted to hang onto, as a hard currency. “| saw 
how the truth was a moveable feast," Seed explains. 
“Sometimes it was this, sometimes it was that. | also saw how 
amass circulation newspaper could take events and filter them 
through how the newspaper wanted to be seen." 

It is this lifelong passion for truth and uncovering human 
motivation that has encouraged Seed to take up writing 
fiction. This step has allowed him to take previously 
unpublishable, libellous material and turn it into two perfectly 
legitimate novels, with a third on the way. “With [these] 
books, | can interrogate memory, | can recall what | felt and 
recall my own feebleness and my own sense of moral outrage. 
And | can put it into the mouths of the characters | create - 
that is a great liberating thing.” 

Throughout an extensive career, Seed has certainly 
experienced first-hand a wealth of extremely interesting 
material. After the Daily Mail he began work in television 
investigating a raft of volatile subjects from corruption in 
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Manchester United to the rise of neo-Nazism in Europe. But 
perhaps the most significant of these was one particular 
exposé he did for Channel 4 in 1985. 


Inside the cogs of MI5 

“On the principle of don't get mad get even, | began an 
enquiry into what the Special Branch do. [This was] on the 
basis that they tried to recruit me ... [so] who else were they 
trying to recruit? And in the course of all this | got to find a 
lady called Cathy Massiter who had just left the Security 
Services. [Gradually] the emphasis then shifted from an 
investigation into Special Branch into an investigation into [the 
people] for whom the Special Branch did their work, because 
Special Branch are the arms and legs of MI5." 

His work on the show had “driven a large tank through the 
Official Secrets Act", and put the spotlight firmly on Seed 
(who was actually being investigated by the Security Services 
at this time) and his crew. Channel 4's barrister was convinced 
they had systematically breached the Act and was warning of 
potential jail sentences for the producers, Seed, as co-producer, 
and former MI5 officer Cathy Massiter. Everyone was on edge 
and there was no shortage of suspicious goings-on during the 
making of the show itself. 

“One man on the crew, the electrician, had been a member 
of the Communist Party and he lived in an area of quite high 
crime. He had a break-in at his flat and nothing was stolen. | 
had been warned by another source that | was under 
surveillance. Then there was another break-in near the offices 
where we were cutting this film. [This prompted] myself and 
another co-producer to remove the whole operation, at 
midnight, to a friend of mine's house in the West Country. And 
we cut that show in somebody's bedroom.” 

Once the programme was complete and ready for 
broadcast, it was instantly banned by the IBA (Independent 
Broadcasting Authority). Channel 4 graciously sold the rights 
to the show back to Seed and his team, who then sold the 
video rights to Richard Branson. After that ... things began to 
snowball quickly, and with the — perhaps slightly incongruous — 
help of Michael Palin and Terry Jones of the Pythons, they 
managed to get the film shown in three cinemas around the 
country. 


“We [even] got a copy made for the Labour Party in 
the area where | had cut the film," explains Seed. The 
idea being to get some political momentum behind the film, 
and get the Opposition Party to object to the 
actions being taken by the Security Services. However, 
that didn't happen: “There was a senior figure in this Labour 
Party area who was literally in tears with fear that they were 
going to get prosecuted under the Official Secrets Act. We 
thought well: 'You cowardly baskets’. Here's a woman, 
Massiter, who's risking two years in jail [for this]." 

Massiter never did go to jail and Seed went on to make a 
wide range of other programmes around the world. However, 
for him it highlighted the need for hard evidence. “The 
Massiter M15 show [proved] quality witnesses cannot be 
denied by the state, because what they have is knowledge, 
experience. And all the other stuff we put together made their 
positions unassailable. That's why we were never prosecuted 
under the Official Secrets Act ourselves after the Massiter 
show ... yet there could not have been a greater breach.” 


A spate of unreportable Nazi deaths 

Writing novels certainly takes the pressure off. “I think writing 
a book, or books, fictionalising the world as | had seen or 
experienced it is almost a reaction to spending the last thirty 
years gathering evidence; whole piles of statements, 
photographs and documentary evidence to prove every line in 
every script,” says Seed. “There comes a stage in your life 
when you see it is easier to turn very difficult corners if you use 
the medium of fiction." 

He has published two books to date: A Place Of Strangers in 
2009 and this year's The Convenience of Lies. Both follow an 
investigative hack (“McCall is me in a big hat really," says 
Seed) as he uncovers a series of controversial, high profile 
stories that span public events and his own personal life. The 
first book addresses a bizarre spate of deaths that occurred in 
different parts of the world, in mysterious circumstances, 
involving former Nazis, unorthodox death squads and 
corruption in high places. Needless to say, it was all based on 
real life events. “| met all manner of people. And | had all 
kinds of material that | believed to be true. [But] you could not 
fly it past a lawyer." 

The second book covers a theme that is splashed all over the 
current headlines. “I had this information given me on 10 
December 1996 by a very disaffected policeman who knew of 
two enquiries into child abuse by politicians that were 
kiboshed. Then two or three years ago | met this bloke, a Fleet 
Street guy | used to know, and he told me quite by chance 
about how he had an extremely good source who had come 
to him with a story about a very well-known politician who 
had been involved in the sexual abuse of children and young 
people. He took it to his editor who said: ‘No, | don't want it,’ 
because that newspaper supported that politician.” 

The conflict between telling the truth and the external 
difficulties of journalism has always deeply troubled Seed, and 
acts as a recurring theme through his two books. In fact, 
hearing him talk about work that has been shelved, or stories 
that have been spiked due to political and editorial allegiances, 
it is easy to understand why mainstream journalism (even 
before certain recent events) has never enjoyed the best of 
reputations. 


Geoffrey Seed's travels through the world as a journalist have provided copious 
material for his novels 


The human tale of a Zulu fisherman 

Through his fiction he relates a number of vignettes from a 
career spent conducting investigations around the world. 
“When | made films, people [who were in them] were taking 
big risks. [I'd have to make sure they understood]: You go on 
camera, your name, your face, you say these things; you do 
understand what is going to happen after we've gone?" 

One episode especially, which had a big impact on Seed 
himself, took place in Namibia in the mid-1980s. This acts as 
an emotional seam through his second novel. “We were sitting 
in this church and the sunlight was coming in through these 
very crude stained glass windows,” he tells us leaning forward 
and demonstrating with his hands. “And [this Zulu fisherman 
found by a priest as a source] is sitting there talking to me and 
he is telling me what happened [to him].” 

“He was telling me how he was arrested. He was stripped of 
all his clothes. He was handcuffed, a metal bar was placed 
between his legs and he was suspended between two oil 
drums. They then put salt in his mouth, bound his face and set 
fire to him." Even after a distance of twenty years, Seed is still 
incredibly moved by the man’s plight. 

“Then ... and I'm supposedly this tough hack, and I'm not, | 
found myself weeping for this man, a complete stranger. And | 
don't know if it was because | was white, but | found myself 
weeping, and this man took my head and stroked my hair, like 
| would my little boy at home [at the time], and said ‘all right 
... all right’ and he comforted me. He brought comfort to me. 
| cannot tell you how big a moment that was in my life.” 

“I'm not religious but in that place, in those circumstances, 
with that man, with that stranger, he brought comfort to me. 
And things like that may mean nothing to outsiders, but at the 
heart of it all we're just human beings, and to be confronted 
by such wickedness and such evil, it had a profound effect on 
meu 

Today fiction allows Seed to blend thirty years of hard won 
stories with the emotion he could never publicly share in the 
event. “I'm writing from here,” Seed says pointing to his 
heart. “It's what you feel. There has to be that emotion. 
[Fiction] allows me to express things which | felt in the past, 
things which | feel [strongly] about." 
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“If some people buy [the books] and like them, I'm happy have to do this for me,’ ... you are supping with the devil,” 


about that. And there are some points that | want to make, says Seed. 

not in a sort of hectoring way, about the way the world is. I'm “The carrot is, they've got stuff that would really blow your 

not competent to [hector]. And I've never been eminent head off. You do this little favour and you can have it. But 

enough to have anything | say or think really taken notice of, your own independence and integrity is irreversibly 

but it's a way of putting it there if people want to read it.” compromised if you do." Instead Seed chose to track down his 
Seed wants to share his dilemma over truth. In some ways own stories ... and some of them were so red hot, the only 


this is typified by a meeting back in the mid-1970s, when he way he can tell them, even today, is through fiction. 
made a decision which was set to have a lasting impact on his 

life and career: “To actually have a Special Branch guy saying ‘| More information on Geoffrey Seed is available at: 
have access to all this information, you can have it, but you www.geottreyseed.com 


The Convenience of Lies offers the second instalment in Geoffrey Seed's trilogy about investigative journalist Francis 
McCall. Published in April this year, it is an extremely topical fictionalisation about paedophilia and endemic 
corruption. Described by Colin Dunne as: “Stunning ... right up there with the best of le Carré", the book takes the 
reader on a journey through Namibia and round the UK, to uncover a story of arms dealing, Asperger's Syndrome ... 
and true love. 


Like its predecessor, A Place of Strangers, Seed uses the medium of fiction to share the “libellous truths" he 
discovered through a 30-year career in television journalism. The bulk of the evidence was there, but these tales 
would never have made it past a lawyer. Now you can read them for yourself. 

¢ The Convenience of Lies (2014) is available in paperback for £7.12 on Amazon 

¢ A Place of Strangers (2009) is available in paperback for £9.99 on Amazon 
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THE PARTICIPATION OF far-right 
movements in the Ukrainian 
revolution has been a topic of heated 
debate in the West. Those publicists 
and commentators who were critical 
of the Euromaidan protests often 
attacked them through emphasising 
the role of the Ukrainian 
ultranationalists and arguing that 
Euromaidan was essentially about the 
far right coming to power in Ukraine 
or, at /east, that the far right took 
centre stage of the protests. 

It was indeed easy to spot the 
ultranationalists taking part in the 
revolution: the All-Ukrainian Union 
“Freedom” (Svoboda) was one of the 
three major opposition parties that 
backed the pro-EU grassroots 
movement, while the Right Sector was 
formed during the initial Euromaidan 
protests by incorporating small right- 
wing groups ranging, ideologically, 
from national-conservative to clearly 
extremist. Despite the fact that the far 
right were much less numerous than 
other protesters, they were put in the 
international media's spotlight. 

An intrinsic (and disturbing) 
characteristic of almost all the reports 
and analyses condemning the far 
right's participation in the Ukrainian 
revolution is that they do not discuss 
Ukraine as a country willing to 
become a full member of the liberal 
democratic community. Ukraine as 
such is absent from these debates, yet 
these commentators would be 
discussing topics such as “Western 
expansionism", “US involvement”, 
“enlargement of Nato”, “EU-Russia 


mou 


relations", “Russian sphere of 
influence”, “Russian legitimate 
interests". In this context, the 
Ukrainians are deprived of agency; 
they are objectified into non- 
subjectivity, into a mob allegedly 
manipulated by the West against 
Russia. 

However, these publicists and 
journalists still need to focus on the far 
right to secure a rhetorical retreat in 
case someone would indeed be willing 
to discuss the Ukrainians’ agency. The 
line of argumentation — adopted 
especially by some left-wing circles in 
the West — was as patronising as it 
was revealing intellectual laziness: it is 
the West that is trying to divorce 
Ukraine from Russia, but even if it is 
the Ukrainians themselves, then they 
are all fascists anyway and cannot be 
supported. For the far left, these two 
arguments blended together: the West 
conspires against Russia and 
deliberately supports the Ukrainian far 
right because the West itself is a non- 
democratic imperialistic monster. 
Google “fascist Nato"; the search 
results are amusing. 

For fairness’ sake, not everybody 
coming from the left adopted this 
patronising and disdainful tone, and 
the writings of Timothy Snyder, Slavoj 
Zizek and some other leading left- 
leaning intellectuals are indicative of a 
different perspective on the Ukrainian 
revolution. 

So, how can we assess the far right 
presence on Kyiv's Maidan? My own 
argument is based on the following 
premise. Viktor Yanukovych's regime 


was a corrupt, semi-authoritarian and 
nepotistic system that stood in the 
way of Ukraine's democratisation and 
modernisation. When the initial 
student peaceful protest was brutally 
dispersed by the police, it became 
evident that the regime was going in 
the direction of even less democracy 
and even more authoritarianism. 
Then — and, even more so, later — it 
also became increasingly clear that it 
was impossible to negotiate with the 
regime, because it rejected all the 
changes that the protesters 
demanded: these changes implied the 
end of the whole system of fraud, 
corruption and betrayal of national 
interests. By kidnapping, torturing and 
killing protesters, the regime came out 
in its true colours, so the revolution 
was seen as the only way to have at 
least a chance for a brighter 
democratic future for Ukraine. 

The participation of the far right in 
the revolution was made possible not 
because it was a “fascist coup”, but 
because it was — perhaps too — 
democratic. The 2014 revolution was 
a bottom-up, horizontal effort of 
extremely heterogeneous segments 
of the Ukrainian society. Moreover, 
the far right itself was a 
heterogeneous amalgamation of 
different groups with different ideas, 
agendas and strategies. However, all 
the elements of the revolutionary 
movement came together to fight 
against the cynical and brutal regime 
that could suppress all of them 
regardless of their ideological 
convictions. 
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Unity of the revolutionary 
movement was one of the major 
values, and this is exactly why the 
centrist forces could not afford to 
distance themselves from the far right: 
facing an existential threat from the 
repressive state machine, every person 
willing to confront the regime 
counted. However, there were 
particular far-right elements that 
occasionally undermined this unity by 
attacking and/or antagonising other 
protesters and engaging in polarising 
practices such as staging a march in 
remembrance of the highly 
controversial ultranationalist leader 
Stepan Bandera (1909-1959). 

At the same time, far-right activists 
contributed to the defence of Maidan 
that was several times attacked by the 
police: their nationalist fervour made 
them stern and intrepid fighters that 
the revolutionary movement badly 
needed. Yet, at some other times, this 
very fervour had a negative impact on 
the strategy and tactics of the 
revolution: sometimes, far-right 
activists provoked a violent reaction 
from police upon other protesters. 
These cases made some observers 
suggest that certain far-right groups 


and individuals deliberately played 
into the hands of the regime and, 
thus, were agents provocateurs — a 
suspicion not without plausible 
grounds. 

While the far right evidently 
contributed to the violent 
confrontation with the police that has 
advanced the fall of Yanukovych's 
regime, the latter would have 
happened at some point anyway. 
Among more than a hundred fallen 
protesters, only ten could be 
“assigned” to the far right milieu. 
Moreover, the revolutionary violence 
as such was far from being an 
exclusive practice of the 
ultranationalists. The radicalisation of 
the initially peaceful protests took 
place without the influence of the far 
right; rather, it was a desperate 
response to the escalating state and 
police repressions against the 
protesters. 

It is still difficult to fully understand 
whether the far right were among the 
beneficiaries of the revolution. Some 
may argue that giving Svoboda four 
posts in the interim government was 
indicative of the far-right turn in 
Ukrainian politics. However, this was 


Phony populist Oleh Lyashko posturing with the Ukrainian military 
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almost a technical decision. One half 
of the interim cabinet had to be 
formed by the three former opposition 
parties, but Vitali Klitschko's UDAR 
refused to take part in the interim 
government because it was going to 
enact unpopular measures and UDAR 
was afraid of losing popular support. 
Had Svoboda been not given 
ministerial posts, then it would have 
been a one-party government — an 
obvious political disaster. 
Furthermore, there is no evidence 
that Svoboda, which lost one 
ministerial post within a month, 
exerted “far right influence” on the 
workings of the interim government. 
Not that Svoboda was in the minority 
and because of this was unable to 
exert such an influence. Rather, the 
interim government was essentially 
dealing with problems — economic 
crisis and Russian invasion — the 
gravity of which eclipsed potential 
ideological demands of Svoboda. 
Beyond that, these potential 
ideological demands belonged to the 
parliamentary, and not governmental, 
sphere. In parliament, Svoboda still 
has a group of 36 MPs, but this is a 
result of the 2012 parliamentary 


elections and not of the revolution. 
Others may argue that the far right 
were, eventually, the losers of the 
revolution. The votes for Svoboda's 
Oleh Tyahnybok and Right Sector's 
Dmytro Yarosh at the presidential 
election in May 2014 (1.16% and 
0.70% respectively) partly corroborate 
this argument. The irony of the far 
right's pathetic performance in the 
election is that another presidential 
candidate, Vadym Rabinovych, 
president of the All-Ukrainian Jewish 
Congress, obtained 2.25% of the vote 
— more than Tyahnybok and Yarosh 
together! It should be noted, however, 
that popular support for Svoboda had 
dwindled already before the revolution 
— the party simply failed to take 
advantage of the revolution and 
recover the support it had in 2012. 
Moreover, the results of the 
presidential election cannot be fully 
indicative of the far right being the 
losers of the revolution, because the 
vote in the presidential election was 
largely tactical. The idea of electing a 
new president in the first round of the 
election became increasingly pervasive 
among Ukrainians, especially against 
the background of Russia's ongoing 
aggression. Many Ukrainians felt that 
“doing away” with the presidential 
election as soon as possible in order to 
focus on anti-terrorist activities would 


No matter how noisy Svoboda's leader Oleh Tyahnybok, his party failed to recover its popular support 


be good for the country, so they voted 
for Petro Poroshenko as the most 
popular candidate. These included 
adherents of the far right. For 
example, in Kyiv, where the 
presidential election took place 
simultaneously with the election to the 
Kyiv Council, some Svoboda 
supporters preferred to vote for 
Poroshenko for president, but they still 
supported Svoboda for the Kyiv 
Council. At the same time, Svoboda 
has clearly lost many of its former 
supporters in Kyiv: in 2012 they 
obtained 17.33% of the votes in the 
parliamentary election in Ukraine's 
capital, but only 6.5% of Kyivans 
voted for Svoboda in 2014. 

It may be useful to discuss the faith 
of the Ukrainian far right in two 
different perspectives. In the short-term 
— and perhaps mid-term — perspective, 
the far right can be considered the 
losers of the revolution because, with 
the fall of Yanukovych's regime, they 
have lost the major source of negative 
voter mobilisation. They have also lost 
the “monopoly” on patriotism: in the 
context of the Russian aggression, all 
the country’s democratic parties are 
patriotic, so there is no “need" to vote 
for the far right as allegedly the only 
patriotic force. 

The long-term perspective is 
dependent on the outcome of the 


Russian aggression: if it continues and 
the Ukrainian democratic authorities 
fail to defend the country, popular 
patriotism may radicalise and 
degenerate into ultranationalism. 
However, if this happens, Svoboda 
and the Right Sector will not 
necessarily be the beneficiaries: new 
far-right formations and coalitions 
may emerge, for example around the 
dubious populist Oleh Lyashko, who 
obtained 8.32% of the votes in the 
presidential election in May. 

Svoboda may not recover from its 
failure, while the Right Sector that has 
presumably distanced itself from some 
extreme elements — namely the Social- 
National Assembly which now prefers 
to cooperate with Lyashko — may 
moderate and move closer to the 
mainstream right. 

One way or another, the outcome 
of the Russian aggression holds the 
key to Ukraine's future development. 
If the Kremlin stops attacking Ukraine 
and supporting the separatist activities 
in Donbas with arms, money and 
manpower, Ukrainian society will be 
able to concentrate on building a 
liberal democratic state and will have a 
chance to marginalise the far right. If 
Russian aggressive activities continue, 
the potential damage that the far right 
can do to Ukraine's democracy may 
turn out to be not the worst problem. 
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The Fihrer's ‘heir’ die 


in obscurity 


By Marcus Schmidt in Hamburg 


ONE OF EUROPE'S most dangerous nazi terrorists died on 
30 July. Manfred Roeder was 85 and living in obscure 
retirement — a far cry from the days when he hosted 
international rallies at a former hotel in the German 
countryside, which he had bought with lavish donations 
from old nazis and dubbed the “Reichshof". 

Roeder even claimed that Adolf Hitler's successor, Admiral 
Karl Doenitz, had passed on the leadership of the Third Reich 
to him and that he was therefore at least the caretaker 
Fuihrer under what he insisted was still the legitimate German 
constitution. 

Yet Roeder was no joke, and his career is a glaring 
example of the continuities and overlap between sections 
of “respectable” German politics and the most murderous 
heirs of the Hitler regime. 

Having fought as a 16-year-old in the last-ditch defence of 
Nazism in 1945, Roeder trained as a lawyer and for the next 
quarter-century (like many contemporaries) hid his national 
socialism beneath a facade of anti-communism and 
campaigns against the “immorality” of postwar liberalism. 

His first vehicle for this was Moral Re-Armament (MRA), a 
peculiar quasi-religious movement begun in 1938 as the 
“Oxford Group" under American evangelist Frank Buchman. 
Several other far-right luminaries were prominent in MRA, 
including Roeder's friend Peter Howard, a former England 
rugby captain and ex-Mosleyite. The organisation was a 


Convicted terrorist and Holocaust denier Manfred Roeder 
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spearhead for militant anti-communism and with funding 
now known to have come from the CIA sought to subvert 
trade unions in some of Europe's key industrial areas, such as 
Germany's Ruhr Valley. While distrusted by most on the left, 
MRA was backed by some mainstream conservatives, 
including Germany's first postwar leader Konrad Adenauer. 
Roeder was a member of Adenauer's Christian Democratic 
Union (CDU). 

At the end of the 1960s Roeder began to expand his MRA 
work into building a right-wing political movement, based on 
campaigns against pornography, and won backing from 
some leading churchmen for petitions organised by his new 
German Citizens’ Initiative. 

Yet within this apparently respectable front, Roeder was 
organising a hard core of militants prepared to use terrorist 
methods to discredit democracy and revive national 
socialism. A small gang of Roeder's followers formed the 
German Action Groups and carried out a series of bombings 
and arson attacks during 1980, killing two Vietnamese 
refugees. 

Roeder himself was already on the run from a six-month 
prison sentence, but the police were able to track 
communications between the terrorist bombers and their 
leader. One of the bombers, 24-year-old Sybille 
Vorderbriigge, was Roeder's mistress, a fact that undermined 
his image as a family man and morality campaigner. 
Eventually Roeder's continuing pursuit 
of young girls caused the collapse of his 
marriage, with disastrous consequences 
for his movement as his wife had been 
entrusted with looking after donations. 

From 1982 to 1990 Roeder served 
eight years of a 13-year sentence for 
terrorism. On his release he remained a 
leading figure on the international nazi 
scene, with personal connections to Dr 
William Pierce's National Alliance in the 
USA, and most disturbingly to the 
fugitive war criminal Alois Brunner, 
who was living as a guest of the Assad 
dictatorship in Damascus. 

Despite this (and a continuing 
criminal record for Holocaust denial, 
other racial incitements and vandalism) 
Roeder received semi-official backing 
from the German authorities during the 
1990s for his efforts to rebuild ethnic 


German communities in areas such as East Prussia, which had 
been conquered by the Soviet Union in 1945. The old 
terrorist was even invited to lecture at a German military 
academy. 

In 1990 and 1997 Roeder was banned from entering the 
UK, where he had planned to meet with British supporters 
such as the nazi publisher Tony Hancock and the British 
National Party's Richard Edmonds. (In 1990 he was even 
advertised as a speaker at the BNP’s national rally.) 

His last serious political effort occurred in 1998 when he 
was a parliamentary candidate for the National Democratic 
Party of Germany (NPD), which had become German's 
leading far-right party despite official surveillance and 
banning orders. 

By the time the NPD's former chairman Udo Voigt became 
its first MEP at this year's European elections, Roeder had 
long since faded from the scene. But advocates of political 
violence and neo-nazism still permeate the NPD. 

The party's election victory this year came thanks to a 
change in the electoral system in Germany — its vote had 
actually fallen below 1%. Yet the NPD has significant 
pockets of support in parts of the former East Germany, and 
will hope to win regional parliamentary seats in the state of 
Thiringen, where elections are held on 14 September, and 
Saxony (where it already holds eight seats) on 31 August. 

A couple of years ago there was an effort to put a Griffin- 
style “moderate” face on the NPD under the leadership of 
Holger Apfel, but Apfel was ousted last year and an all-out 
power struggle is under way which is sure to end in further 
expulsions. 

Some of Germany's most dangerous neo-nazis re-entered 
the NPD a few years ago after previously backing the 
banned Free German Workers’ Party (FAP) or a range of 
“autonomous” groups. Leading figures included Horst 
Mahler, the former Marxist terrorist now jailed for neo-nazi 
activity including Holocaust denial; Thorsten Heise, a former 
FAP member now leading the NPD in Thiiringen; lawyer 
Juirgen Rieger, who was effectively leader of the NPD's most 
militant faction before his death in 2009; and Rieger's 


Peter Rushton, deputy editor of Heritage and Destiny, magazine of the intellectual far right 


lieutenant Thomas Wulff, known as “Steiner” after a 
notorious SS veteran, who heads the NPD in Hamburg. 

Wulff was among the organisers of a nazi rally in the north 
German town of Bad Nenndorf, which this year again 
attempted to capitalise on revelations that British 
interrogators had mistreated German prisoners held in Bad 
Nenndorf in 1946. The demonstrators’ objective is to 
discredit the entire war against Hitler and rehabilitate 
nazism's criminal legacy. 

Speakers at Bad Nenndorf this year included Edmonds, 
now back with the National Front, backed by the former 
Birmingham BNP organiser Paul Hickman and Peter Rushton 
of Heritage and Destiny. They joined representatives of the 
NPD and a much smaller new party, Die Rechte (The Right), 
formed by David Irving's Germany ally and long-standing 
nazi activist Christian Worch. 

Most interesting was the presence of a Ukrainian 
mouthpiece for Vladimir Putin's paramilitary collaborators, 
who argued that extremists across Europe should unite 
against American/Zionist occupiers. 

After recent revelations of covert US surveillance of 
Germany's democratic leaders, an anti-American backlash 
could yet again serve as a vehicle for nazi political 
opportunists. 


Richard Edmonds of the NF speaks at a nazi protest outside the German Embassy in 
London. With him is the notorious Holocaust denier Lady Michéle Renouf 


Former BNP organiser Paul Hickman, now an 
antisemitic internet broadcaster 
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By Alfio Bernabei 


STANDING ON A podium before a large crowd at an open air 
Northern League party gathering a man holds a banana next 
to the microphone. He says: “| am not a racist, but it would 
be better if people ate bananas in their own homes”. He 
unpeels it. He eats it. He adds: “Perhaps some of you may be 
disappointed, but | am absolutely no racist. Organise for me 
to spend an evening with Naomi [Campbell] and | will give 
you a demonstration”. Laughter. The crowd knows how to 
interpret the banana comments that some call “jokes” or 
“gaffes” from every possible angle, the racist and the sexist. 
Didn't the onetime party leader Umberto Bossi say: “The 
Northern League has a hard on"? 

Only the man on the podium with the banana is no 
common crass entertainer. He is Roberto Calderoli, currently 
deputy President of the Italian Senate. He is the one who, 
referring to Cécile Kyenge, the former minister and first black 
woman to enter the Cabinet, observed: “When | see her | 
think of an orangutan". The racist insult continues to pester 
her up to the present day. 

From politics to sport, a further example of how banana 
“ gaffes" rain from the very top came last month in the shape 
of a devastating blow to years of efforts to contain racism in 
football grounds. Speaking at a meeting of Italy's amateur 
leagues as a candidate for president of Italy's Football 
Federation, 71-year-old Carlo Tavecchio alluded to the bad 
performance by the Italian team at the World Cup in Brazil by 
apportioning blame on unwise managers who sign players who 
used to eat bananas. “In England” he said “they identify the 


Italian Home Secretary Angelino Alfano: his racist language was strongly condemned 
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players coming in and, if they are professional, they are allowed 
to play. Here instead we get some Opti Poba who previously 
ate bananas and they suddenly become a first-team player with 
Lazio. That's how it is here. In England, you need to 
demonstrate what you have on your CV and your pedigree." 

“Opti Poba" is no human name but an epithet for an 
imaginary subspecies. The reference to players feeding 
themselves on bananas isn't far from alluding to black people 
as orangutans. As one commentator wrote: “Tavecchio was 
proclaiming the genetic superiority of white football players 
over those with a black skin". 

A petition to stop him becoming president of the Italian 
Football Federation was launched by Moroccan-born centre- 
left MP Khalid Chaouki who said: “After great efforts to 
isolate these phenomena [of racism] we cannot accept that 
Tavecchio will represent Italian football. What he said was not 
just a joke but unfortunately reflects a widely held feeling 
among this group of [football] bosses.” 

Jeffrey Webb, head of FIFA's racism task force, said the 
football community was appalled by such racist comments 
and Piara Power, executive director of Football Against Racism 
in Europe, added: “To have someone who has said the sort of 
things that he's said, said them in the way he said them, to 
become a president of one of the top five footballing 
countries in Europe really is going to be quite a big shock". 
But there we are, in spite of remarks that would have 
disqualified him in any other European country Tavecchio has 
indeed been elected as Italy's chief football representative. 

Away from football but not from people in a position of 
authority another episode must be recorded falling within the 
norm of what is happening in the current cultural and political 
climate, again to do with language. “Negro” is a term still 
widely used in Italy and equally common is the racist expression 
“vu cumpra” referring to street vendors usually from Africa. It 
is peculiarly offensive because it humiliates people desperately 
trying to sell their goods to passers-by as a means of survival. 
“Vu cumpra?" means “do you wish to buy?” in broken 
grammar which racists exploit to infer scarce intelligence. 

Well, last month Angelino Alfano publicly declared to the 
nation: “Italians are tired of submitting to the insolent 
behaviour of hordes of ‘vu cumpra’. Time has come to restore 
serenity to our holidays." Alfano is Italy's Home Secretary. If 
his intention was simply to clamp down on trading in public 
places he could have done so without using racist language, 
but he did, emphatically. 

Among the many who protested was Kienge herself, now 


an MEP. “Such words [hordes of vu cumpra] would be 
intolerable if heard in a bar, so why do we have to hear them 
from a minister and deputy Prime Minister who should set a 
good example?” She added: “A person in a position of 
leadership should pay attention to the words being used. 
When we get bad examples at that level, amplified by the 
internet and on TV, it becomes more difficult to get rid of it 
[racism] in society as a whole." 

Kienge also denounced the latest insult she had received as 
a black MEP: a photograph of a little white girl posing next to 
a small orangutan with a caption that reads: “Enough with 
racism, white and black babies are the same". It was posted 
by “a black-blooded fascist". 

As well as keeping track of this persistent “old school" of ever 
so popular racism which is found also among members of Forza 
Nuova (gathered for the second 
international Boreal festival in Cantu, 
northern Italy, with blessings from the 
local Mayor) one has to keep an eye on 
the more sophisticated trend led by the 
“fascists of the third millennium” of 
CasaPound. This lot sometimes pose as 
intellectuals with the deliberate aim of 
recruiting through postmodernist confusion 
among the younger generation. Already 
adept at appropriating well-known names 
in literature such as J R Tolkien and Jack 
Kerouac, they are now trying to rebrand 


autore del libro 


BASTA CON IL CASON 


‘BAMBINI BIANCHI ENERISONO UGUALI 


"Enough with racism, white and black babies are 
the same" says the caption on the photo sent to 
Cécile Kyenge 


Che Guevara and Fidel Castro to their advantage. 

Opening the latest of over 40 branches in major towns and 
asked why the inauguration was taking place with a discussion 
on “Che" and Castro, a representative ridiculed a left-wing 
protest objecting to fascist “political mimicry" saying that 
CasaPound has grown confident enough to make use of 
whomever they please to advocate “revolutionary 
nationalism". “We actually thank left-wing protesters for giving 
us such publicity” said the representative in the town of Forli. 

A recent in-depth analysis of CasaPound by the French 
newspaper Le Monde suggests that the “third millennium 
fascists” are actively seeking to appropriate ideas, images and 
iconic figures considered a monopoly of the left to appeal to 
the young, especially among students — and the strategy 
seems to be working quite successfully. 


CasaPound Italia presenta 


FEDERICO GOGLIO 


ALESSIO DI CUOLLO 


CasaPound Lanciano 


SABATO 


VIA CAVOUR 1 


(salita dei cento gradoni) - 
FB: CasaPound Lanciano - 389/3450059 


casapoundianciano@hotmail.it 


The "third millennium fascists of CasaPound" use Che Guevara as bait to recruit students 
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‘Scientific racists’ think 


they 


By Leonard Zeskind, www.IREHR.org 


ADRIAN DAVIES'S PERFORMANCE 
at the American Renaissance 
conference in a Tennessee state park 
lacked vigor and drama, but the 
British barrister gave a fair 
assessment of the election prospects 
of racist and nationalist parties in 
Western Europe last April. This was 
not the first such conference for 
Davies, whose history in white 
supremacist and antisemitic circles 
includes legally representing 
Holocaust denier David Irving, and 
also two British National Party 
members who sued Searchlight in 
2007. Davies lost both cases and the 
case against this magazine is now 
considered a legal landmark. But his 
speech at the conference this April 
was well received by the gathering 
of about 160 professed white 
nationalists. 


As regular readers of this magazine 


might remember, Jared Taylor's 
monthly newsletter American 
Renaissance held its first conference 
in an Atlanta, Georgia airport hotel 
in 1994. And as this reporter 
documented in my book, Blood and 
Politics, neo-Nazi David Duke was 
not allowed to attend that first 
meeting — although men and 
women of his basic belief structure 
have attended ever since. 

Another conference in February 
2002 at a Dulles Airport hotel drew 
about 230 souls. During that period, 
Taylor's attempt to build a white 
nationalist brand free from 
conspiracy theories and antisemitism 
was hotly debated by national 
socialists who disagreed with him on 
principle and on strategy. Taylor and 
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the now-deceased Sam Francis 
entwined American Renaissance 
leaders into the leadership of the 
Council of Conservative Citizens, 
weathered the debate with the neo- 
Nazis, and successfully built a coat- 
and-tie institution for the generation 
and debate of white-ist ideas. 
Anti-racist protests, primarily those 
organised by One People’s Project, 
however, have narrowed the venues 
at which American Renaissance 
could meet unimpeded. And while 
attendees laughed and scoffed at 
the small protest outside its gates 
this year, they were at that locale in 
the Tennessee state park woods 
simply because they could meet 
there, protected by the 
Constitution's First Amendment. 
Indeed, one of the speakers cited 
the 50% growth in attendance this 


Unclear thinking and no vision from Sam Dickson 


athering steam 


year — up from about 100 people in 
2013 - as proof that their enterprise 
was growing. Absent from that 
assessment, however, was the 
publicly documented fact that they 
regularly drew more than 200 
participants in the past while located 
in the Washington DC area. 

The 2014 conference resembled 
past American Renaissance 
gatherings. Douglas Whitman, a 
professor who studies insects at the 
School of Biological Sciences at 
Illinois State University in 
Bloomington, talked about genes, 
evolution and the supposed 
development of human races, a 
usual discussion point at these 
meetings. The Republic of South 
Africa was again on the agenda, this 
time in the promotion of Orania, a 
municipality exclusively populated 


by Afrikaners. Philip Craik gave that 
talk. John Derbyshire, whose 
scribblings once appeared in the 
more staid National Review, spoke 
on China. 

Taylor's and Sam Dickson's talks 
revealed the current lack of strategic 
focus at the heart of the American 
Renaissance enterprise. Twenty years 
after their first conference, Taylor 
was once again trying to explain why 
the majority of white people did not 
agree with him. He tried to present 
some new ideas and began with a 
critique of the concept of a “post- 
racial" America during the period of 
President Obama. He argued that 
white-ists must “overthrow a moral 
paradigm". They should not act in a 
way that generates “more enemies 
than friends”. Etc. Etc. All of it 
nothing more than a flowery attempt 
to explain matters that he could not 
explain at all. 

Dickson gave the last talk as he 
does every year, and each year he 
tries to brighten the attendees’ 
prospects as they prepare to leave. 
This year he spoke under the 
headline that “a lie cannot 
withstand the truth” and that “if 
you believe a lie you are enslaved by 
a lie". Under this banner some really 


The American Renaissance conference in Tennessee 


strange truths emerged: “We 
regard Putin as a friend, not as an 
enemy." (He guards against the 
yellow race for “us”, he said.) 
Further, he declared that the 
“American system is on the Titanic,” 
and he was expecting it to crash 
soon. His lack of any strategic vision 
revealed itself when he placed the 
Tea Party movement and President 
Obama together, on the wrong side 
of History, and on the wrong side of 
“Freedom”. 

To put it most bluntly, Sam Francis 
would have never made those 
errors. Francis, who died aged 57, 


British far-right barrister Adrian Davies addresses the conference 


had once served on the staff of 
North Carolina Senator John East, 
had worked at the Heritage 
Foundation, written for the 
Washington Times newspaper, and 
had promoted the presidential 
campaigns of columnist Pat 
Buchanan in 1992 and 1996. Francis 
had understood the significance of 
the growth of Middle American 
Radicals long before any of his 
white-ist colleagues. He would have 
looked for the points that he held in 
common with the Tea Party 
movement; and for ways to draw 
that movement closer to his white 
nationalist politics, rather than assert 
an existential set of differences. 
Simply put, neither Dickson nor 
Taylor are capable of that kind of 
strategic thinking. 

Dickson did get one thing right at 
the 2014 American Renaissance 
conference when he mentioned the 
National Policy Institute as an asset 
to his movement. The National 
Policy Institute plus Arktos Media, 
RadixJournal and others are 
sponsoring a conference on the 
“Future of Europe” in Budapest, 
Hungary on 3-5 October this year. 
Taylor is one of the dozen or so 
speakers. Another is Alexander 
Dugin, a Russian nationalist who 
regards war between Russia and 
Ukraine as inevitable. Is that a 
strategic thought? 
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By Leonard Zeskind 


THE TROUBLED STATE of Mississippi is tied for last place 
with Rhode Island for having the highest unemployment 
rate at 7.9%. Personal income per capita ranks it last, as 
measured in 2007. America's Health Rankings place 
Mississippi bottom for health. It was worst in the country 
when ranked for primary education in mathematics and 
engineering in 2011. The state has a long history of 
murders and mayhem by Klansmen and white 
supremacists, and the countenance of that violence by 
Citizen Councils and the Mississippi Sovereignty 
Commission. 

Now, there are multiple Tea Party supporters holding 
office as Republicans. Phil Bryant, the Republican Governor 
of Mississippi since 2012, was called “the first tea party 
governor” by the Central Mississippi Tea Party. Steven 
Palazzo, Republican US Representative from the 4th 
Congressional District, has been a member of the 
Congressional Tea Party Caucus. And it is ranked by others 
currently as the most racist state in the country. 

At the same time, African Americans constitute about 
38% of the state's population. Building on the voting rights 
legislation in 1965, they have elected 134 county 
supervisors, 81 mayors and 50 state legislators. After a long 
battle against racism inside the state's Democratic Party, 
they have secured a place from which they can wield power. 
As of this summer, the fight against racism — real and 
imagined — has just entered the state's Republican Party. 

The battle began when Chris McDaniel, a Republican 
state senator from the southern end of Mississippi, decided 
to run against sitting US Senator Thad Cochran, a man of 
the Republican establishment who first won his seat on 
Capitol Hill in 1978, when McDaniel was just six years old. 
Cochran is an old-line conservative with a lifetime rating 
from the American Conservative Union (ACU) of 78.90. His 
ACU rating fell during the period of Tea Party ascendancy to 
62, however, after he voted to not cut government further. 

McDaniel, by contrast, is a strong Tea Party supporter. 

He received the ACU's endorsement during the Republican 
primary. McDaniel also had more than 5,000 Tea Partiers in 
the state to help him campaign, and he received the 
endorsement of Tea Party Patriots Citizens Fund and Tea 
Party Express, national Tea Party political action committees. 

On 3 June, at midnight, McDaniel had 49.6% of the vote 
to Cochran's 48.8%, a difference of about 2,500 votes out 
of more than 300,000. Since nobody reached 50% of the 
vote, as required by state law, the primary election was 
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pushed into a Republican primary run-off on 24 June. 

During this run-off race, Mississippi's black voters — who 
usually cast their ballots as Democrats — became involved. 
They saw McDaniel as a different kind of white racist who 
had spoken at a Sons of Confederate Veterans event and 
made rude, racist and bigoted remarks on the radio. 
Supporters of McDaniel were often enmeshed in white 
nationalist history or its present incarnation. Carl Ford, a 
lawyer who had worked for Klan killer Sam Bowers, was 
often cited in that regard. 

Then establishment Republicans opposed to McDaniel, 
like Haley Barbour, raised money to persuade black voters 
to pull Cochran's ticket in the Republican primaries. One 
radio ad they paid for said, “A victory for Chris McDaniel 
is a loss for the reputation of this state, for race relations 
between blacks and white and other ethnic groups.” 

These efforts paid off and enough black voters pulled a 
Republican lever for Cochran that he won the run-off by 
7,000+ votes. Cochran is not a Democrat. He is not an 
anti-racist. But worse was not better. Once again black 
voters in the South saved whites. 

The voting is over, the vote-counting has been done, 
but for McDaniel the election is not over. “United States 
Senators contributed money for ads to call Chris McDaniel 
a racist and to motivate black Democrats through hatred 
to come out and vote for Thad Cochran," an attorney for 
McDaniel said. The primary election has created a schism 
in Republican ranks that will not heal easily. All because 
a couple of thousand black voters believed that worse is 
not better. 


Defeated by black voters in a Republican primary: Tea Party supporter Chris McDaniel 


Trades Councils send Solidarity 
Greetings to all TUC 2014 delegates 


As Trade Union Friends of Searchlight (TUFS) affiliates, we wish to take this opportunity to send greetings 
to all TUC delegates and urge you to visit the Searchlight stall at 2014 Congress. We, the undersigned, 
value Searchlight and would urge other Trades Councils and union branches to affiliate to receive the 
magazine, use their website and support Searchlight’s work. You will be kept up to date with what is 
happening in the UK and internationally with regard to the far right. Searchlight is the first point of call if 
you need support when the far right are operating in your work place or community. You can play your part 
by keeping Searchlight informed of far-right activity in your area; don't assume that they know already. 
Pick up a form, take a mag back to your Trades Council, and affiliate, read, invite them to speak locally 
and get involved in fighting fascism and racism. 
Barnsley Trades Union Council 

Birmingham Trades Union Councils 

Chelmsford and District Trades Union Council 

Ipswich and District Trades Union Council 

Kings Lynn and District Trades Council 

Redbridge Trade Union Council 

Wisbech, March and District Trades Union Council 
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Keep up to date with all the latest Unite 
Community news and activities here: 
http://barnsleycsc.com/ 
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Trade Union Friends of Searchlight in action 


Orgreave: 30th anniversary of the Great Miners’ Strike 


By Cathy Pound 


A FIELD OPPOSITE the original site 
where the events unfolded at 
Orgreave on 18 June 1984 saw a 
mass reunion of miners from across 
the region and further afield, 
including many who had been 
present on that day of the mass 
picket of the Orgreave British Steel 
coking plant. Alongside the miners, 
some of whom never saw another 
day's work and are supported still 
by the Justice for Mineworkers 
Campaign, their families and 
supporters slowly congregated in the 
field as the day progressed amid sun 
and showers, to meet old friends, 
listen to music and speeches, eat, 
drink tea and local beers specially 
brewed and named for the day; and 
to be a community, one that still had 
a struggle, a call for a public enquiry 
and a call for coal. 

Atilla the Stockbroker hosted the 
main stage and we heard firstly from 
Barbara Jackson of the Orgreave 
Truth and Justice Campaign, who 
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A brass band from Unite entertains the gathering 


was heartened that the marking 
of the 30th anniversary had become 
a reality, with people “getting 
behind us in every possible way” 
to make this event happen. The day 
was to be a “happy family day” 
and, just as importantly, it was to 
galvanise the call for a public 
enquiry. We heard from Mike 
McClintock of Orgreave Truth and 
Justice Campaign of the direct 
experiences of miners on the day, 
being knocked to the ground and 
being hit with truncheons and the 
short shields — tactics which we 
know were first deployed during 
the preceding Toxteth and Brixton 
riots — and being locked in police 
vans for hours in the searing heat 
before finally being taken into 
custody to be charged with “riot” 
and “unlawful assembly”. 

Rick Sumner, of Justice for 
Mineworkers, said he was not one 
for making speeches but for “talking 
to friends" which he hoped he was 


doing today. He spoke of the 
aftermath for the striking miners, 
looking for work having served time 
for “riot" and being blacklisted. 

Betty Cook, of Women against Pit 
Closures started by stating that they 
do not “ask” for justice but 
“demand” it. Betty described her 
fight against closures and against 
privatisation of those mines left 
open, in part on the grounds of 
reduced health and safety and the 
death of her own son six years ago 
in an accident at a mine managed 
by UK Coal. She spoke of the 
ludicrous situation of the UK 
currently having to import coal 
while we have “thousands of tons 
of coal under our feet". 

Dave Douglass, a former NUM 
branch official for Hatfield, said that 
energy in the UK had turned from 
being one of the cheapest to the 
most expensive worldwide after the 
closures of the pits. He echoed 
Betty's disgust at imports, which he 


Rick Sumner of the Justice for Mineworkers Campaign 
addresses the rally 


said are driven through villages of 
unemployed miners destroyed by 
the closures. Dave reminded us that 
this was not just about pit closures 
but as much about smashing the 
NUM and sending a message to the 
wider trade union movement about 
the Conservatives’ intent. It was 
recognition of this fact that led to 
the solidarity of all organised 
workers for the strike and miner 
support networks being formed up 
and down the country. Dave 
outlined other effects of the closure 
of the pits which had led to 
“industrial genocide" with heavy 
industry, mechanics and steel all 
collapsing as a result. 

Geoff Poults, a Nottingham miner, 
made an impromptu speech about 
his experiences then and since, and 
his hopes that he will one day get it 
all down in a book. 

Mike Mansfield, a pint of Scargill 
Stout in hand, which he wondered 
whether he should ditch, in a 


reference to the risk of being likened 
to Nigel Farage's attempted “man of 


the people" image, called on those 
present not to see the outcome of 
the strike as a defeat, stating, “we 
won". He said what Orgreave 
demonstrated, and why we were 
here in this field today, was 
“resistance”. This is what Mike 
called on us all to celebrate and 
continue as the last and only tool 
left to those wanting to achieve 
change, declaring that solidarity and 
the moral high ground were the 
strengths that our movement had. 
Mike thought the powers that be 
were like rabbits “running scared" 
in fear of the truth unravelling as 
regards Orgreave and Hillsborough 
and what impact that will have on 
the electorate. He asked everyone 
to leave with their spirits high that 
resistance and struggle continue. 
Ken Capstick, former vice- 
president of NUM Yorkshire, 
rounded off the speeches. He said 
the truth needed to get out to the 
wider public about the 93 miners 
arrested and considered criminals. 
All of them were eventually 
acquitted but left with their 
reputations in tatters and with no 


real compensation or, crucially, 
recognition of the nature of the 
police tactics on that day and the 
police statements which led to them 
wrongly being accused of riot. Ken 
stated that the police lies had been 
exposed and in turn the lies of the 
media. He spoke of the disgrace of 
them being labelled “the enemy 
within" and of the infamous BBC 
footage which reversed sequence of 
events to show pickets throwing 
stones at police and police then 
advancing. The BBC was later forced 
to issue an apology for 


“inadvertently” reversing the order 
of the footage. The reality was that 
the police advanced and the pickets 
responded to being what we would 
now call “kettled". Ken's rallying 
call was that one could say that 
there was a case for the police to 
answer for perverting the course of 
justice, false witness and conspiracy, 
adding that a public enquiry might 
find the “real enemy within". 

The Orgreave Truth and Justice 
Campaign is at otjc.org.uk and the 
Justice for Mineworkers Campaign is 
at justiceformineworkers.org.uk. 
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Tolpuddle 2014: trade union rights 
still under attack 


By Cathy Pound 


THE TOLPUDDLE MARTYRS FESTIVAL 2014 was a great send a message to others. But it backfired and the outcry 


occasion as always: for those attending early for the from workers across the country resulted in a mass march 
Radical History School, people camping at the festival through London and an 800,000-strong petition to 
ground or those arriving in coach after coach laid on by Parliament. This public display of support for the men 
the regional unions for the Sunday Procession and speeches. __ resulted in their release after three years with full pardons. 
This year, the theme of the Radical History School, The trade union movement had stood by them and 
which starts on the Thursday before the main festival, supported their families during their imprisonment. 
was the First World War from a trade union perspective. Laws introduced since those days to protect trade union 
Subjects covered were causes of the war, war and rights have been subject to continued attacks with further 
workers’ health, socialist women and the changing attacks on rights ahead. The Tolpuddle festival offers a 
suffragette movement during the war period, and the time to congregate, commemorate, including laying 
Labour Party and the war. wreaths on the Martyrs’ graves in the village, and 
On the evening of Friday 18 July, the Red Ladder remember that constant vigilance and resistance is still 
Theatre Company put on a production in the village hall needed and that mass public displays in support of trade 
entitled Wrong'un, a one-woman show, performed by unions are still sorely needed. 
Ella Harris, written by Boff Whalley and directed by Justin The Tolpuddle Martyrs Museum, Tolpuddle, Dorset, 
Audibert. And on Saturday evening many festival-goers DT2 7EH is open throughout the year. 
were moved to tears during Robb Johnson's performance For opening times and more information see 


of the song Gentle Men, inspired by his own grandfather's tolpuddlemartyrs.org.uk. 
experiences in World 
War One. 

The festival celebrates 
and commemorates the 
Tolpuddle Martyrs, 
George Loveless, his 
brother James Loveless, 
James Hammett, James 
Brine and Thomas 
Standfield and his son 
John Standfield. They 
met informally and 
swore an oath of secrecy 
regarding their plans for 
resisting further cuts to 
their wages. They were 
arrested and charged 
with taking an “illegal 
oath" after the 
landowner became 
aware of their meetings 
and was determined to 
stamp out any 
coordinated actions and 
organised resistance. 

Their sentence — seven 
years’ transportation to 
forced labour in 
Australia — was harsh as 
the courts sought to Cathy Pound (right) representing Searchlight on the procession through the village, photo: Paul Webster 
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By Cathy Pound 


THERE IS ONLY one goal in relation to 
next year's general election: electing a 
Labour government. There is clearly no 
alternative at this point in time, said Len 
McCluskey, General Secretary of Unite 
the Union, opening the Unite policy 
conference in Liverpool. 

Other speakers at the conference, 
which is held every two years, included 
the author Owen Jones, and Ricky 
Tomlinson, one of the Shrewsbury 24, 
who reminded delegates how he and 23 
other workers were wrongly imprisoned 
and blacklisted as a result of a 
construction workers’ strike in 1972. 
Tomlinson also put on a social in his 
own Liverpool club in aid of the 
Shrewsbury 24 campaign. 

Fringe meetings addressing fascism 
and racism were held by Unite Against 
Fascism and Show Racism the Red Card 
(SRTRC) respectively. McCluskey and 
Mohammad Taj, TUC President, 
addressed both fringes, wanting to show 
their support for both organisations and 
the important work that they do. 

Laura Pidcock, SRTRC Education Team 
Manager, described their work with 
young people who in their workshops 


Unite General Secretary Len McCluskey addresses the Show Racism the Red Card fringe meeting 


expressed at times very graphic racism 
and xenophobia. SRTRC would then 
discuss their statements with them in 
great detail to try to unpick the myths 
that may be informing their views and 
to let them know that their concerns 
about their own futures were valid but 
the cause of their difficulties may be 
more complex and not the result of 
migrants competing for work and 
housing. Laura also spoke about fear 
whipped up by the media in relation to 
immigration and what she saw as the 
complex reasons why 4.3 million people 
voted for UKIP in the elections in May. 

Laura declared that the role of anti- 
oppressive education is pivotal in the 
fight against racism, as these young 
people become the next generation of 
adults. “Young people and adults need to 
have a safe environment to think about 
how we are manipulated to believe in 
myths that reinforce our prejudices." 

The UAF fringe focused on the 
European election results. Speakers said 
that the UK should be proud not to have 
sent any openly fascist MEPs to the 
European Parliament. A lesson that 
needed to be learnt was that unity 


against fascism was crucial. Weyman 
Bennett, UAF Joint Chair, stated that in 
France, where there is a highly organsied 
trade union movement, a sizeable 
Muslim and BAME population and a 
significant left, it was surely a problem 
that the far-right National Front should 
flourish so easily. He thought the reason 
why French activists could not effectively 
counter the messages from the right was 
that they could not agree a basic 
common ground of anti-fascism and 
were unable to leave aside issues where 
there was disagreement, notably 
differences of opinion regarding religious 
practices perceived as oppressive and 
imposed, rather than chosen. 

Weyman also reminded delegates to 
pledge support for and build within 
their union branches and regions for 
next year's UN International Day for the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination on 
Saturday 21 March 2015. This is an 
annual event that was established six 
years after the Sharpeville Massacre on 
21 March 1960, when police opened 
fire and killed 69 people at a peaceful 
demonstration against the apartheid 
“pass laws” in Sharpeville, South Africa. 


TUC General Secretary Frances O'Grady tells the 
conference "Unite is a powerful force for good" 
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By Cathy Pound 


THE SEVENTH GYPSY, Roma and Traveller History Month 
was launched on the beautiful sunny afternoon of 1 June 
2014 in a hall within the prestigious, culturally and 
architecturally exquisite Victoria and Albert Museum. 
GRTHM started in 2008 and has grown gradually each 
year since then, but has suffered cuts in funding under the 
present coalition government. This has left no resources to 
print the GRTHM magazine and keep the GRTHM 
website as up-to-date as they would like. GRTHM has 
therefore had to rely on other websites, such as Traveller 
Times, to post information about events and help raise 
GRTHM's profile. 

A well-known educational exhibition of panels 
depicting the history of Gypsy and Sinti people during 
the Holocaust was on display as well as costumes and 
artefacts. Thomas Acton, Emeritus Professor of Romani 
Studies at Greenwich University, was to be found just 
outside the hall, running a bookstall with a fantastic array 
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of books, old and new, on all aspects of Gypsy and 
Traveller history and culture. The programme of events 
during the afternoon all celebrated different aspects of 
Gypsy, Roma and Traveller cultures. 

Martin Ward, one of 14 children born to parents living 
on the roadside in Galway, Ireland, spoke of being one of 
the first Travellers to be elected as a local councillor — on 
Tuam Town council in 1999. He served as Mayor of Tuam 
in 2003/04. Martin told also of his extensive work in the 
community through Western Traveller Intercultural 
Development (WTID), which offers training at BA level and 
National Quality Standards Framework for Youth Work 
provision alongside health projects and support and advice 
on issues such as housing. 

Sherrie Smith from Enfield related how her Romany 
Gypsy father's support of education for all his children 
and her interest in flowers had led her to undertake 
professional training that enabled her to slowly build up 


Martin Ward from Galway: community worker and 
former Mayor 


a very successful florists business, which now includes 
some prestigious customers. Sherrie received an impromptu 
round of applause when she noted that she did not list 
“Big Fat Gypsy Wedding” among her wedding flower 
clientele despite them approaching her on four separate 
occasions. 

St Joseph's Catholic Primary School pupils from East 
Greenwich gave a faultless performance of Irish dance and 
song. Valdemar Kalinin read poetry and personal verse in 
English and Roma. To Gypsyland, a cultural project co- 
curated by Delaine Le Bas, which travelled to Glasgow, 
Peterborough and Bolton working with local communities 
there and producing work in each location, was presented. 
The exhibition returned to London to be displayed at 198 
Contemporary Arts and Learning in Herne Hill in July and 
August, including a symposium on the themes and issues 
coming out of the project and a “Gypsy Ball" in Brockwell 
Park on first Saturday in July inspired by Corlinda Lee's 
Victorian Gypsy Balls. 

Other contributions focussed on identity, with Eva 
Sajorvic presenting the DreamMakers project which works 
with 13-19-year-olds around issues of identity, community, 
dreams and aspirations. Eva also 
interviewed Ronke Osinowo, who 
was born in Hackney of Nigerian 
heritage and raised in a Romany 
family in Essex in an arrangement 
made informally by her parents. Her 
book, / Bring you Tilbury Town, 
outlined the isolating effects of 
cultural and racial prejudice living in a 
community perceived with mistrust 
and open hostility, but still not being 
of this community. 

We were pleased to meet up again 
with Phien O'Phien, who attended 
and spoke from the floor at our 
Searchlight fringe meeting during 
TUC Congress in Brighton in 2012. 
Phien refers to himself as being from 
the Pavee community, the Irish 
Traveller community, and is a 
community activist as well as an 
accomplished songwriter and singer. 
We were treated to songs from his 
own repertoire encompassing themes 
of being unwelcome in your own 
home town and each town as you 
travelled; of love sacrificed to avoid a 
life of rejection for both parties from 
their respective communities; and the 
conflicting emotions and fear of 
“progress”, meaning an end to the 
Pavee community with people 
choosing or being forced into settled 
living and marriages outside the 
community sometimes extinguishing 
the family lines. 


The conference ended with us all joining in the Traveller 
anthem and more socialising and networking, with hopes 
to see each other again at other events throughout June. 
As the event came to a close and we made our way back 
through the beautiful setting of the Victoria and Albert 
museum, it did feel like it had been a real celebration and 
a beginning of what we hoped would be a vibrant and 
diverse History month, despite the sad withdrawal of 
formal government support and funding, and maybe even 
more importantly that there would be a full programme 
of events in spite of this. 

Searchlight urges trade unionists to consider at your 
branch, region, trades council or workplace putting on a 
Roma Nation Day event on 8 April 2015 or an event for 
GRTHM 2015. Please take any opportunity to raise Roma 
Nation Day or GRTHM at any relevant meetings and try 
to gain pledges to arrange events for Roma Nation day 
and GRTHM in 2015, which will be the final year of the 
Decade of Roma Inclusion. Roma Holocaust Day is marked 
on 2 August each year. 

¢ grthm.natt.org.uk 

¢ www.travellerstimes.org.uk/website/Events 


Dancers with the London Gypsy Orchestra (top) and from St Joseph's Catholic Primary School (above) in East Greenwich 
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By Cathy Pound 


MIGRANT VOICE, A migrant-led organisation, was set 
up four years ago with no funding but has managed in 
that short time to create three bases in London, 
Birmingham and Glasgow, produce a high quality, widely 
distributed and well-received newspaper, and run 
numerous other grant-funded, innovative projects. That 
the printing of this year's edition is at risk was perhaps 
not a surprise to delegates at their fourth annual 
conference, held at Amnesty International’s Human 
Rights Centre on 6-7 June. Participants agreed that 
would be a great loss and called for it to be produced as 
an online publication if funding is not found. 

Migrant Voice state that their “unique national migrant- 
led newspaper project aims to give a voice to those who 
are so often missing from mainstream British media" and 
aims to “transform how migrants are seen and heard in 
the media: from passive, disempowered and marginalised 
victims, to makers of their own media content." 

The title of this year's conference was: “Immigration: 
from divisive rhetoric to inclusive debate, what role for 
each of us?” Migrant Voice Director Nazek Ramadan 
welcomed delegates and spoke about one important part 
of their work, which is to run media training for migrants 
alongside others who may be non-migrant. Training 
covers both the skills needed when being specifically a 
migrant interviewee, as well as teaching basic 
photography and film skills to equip migrants to produce 
their own media depicting, in particular, more positive 
stories about the migrant experience that show them at 
work and as part of the communities in which they live. 

The first session of the conference took the form of a 
Question Time with an expert panel speaking and 
answering questions around the theme, “Migration, 
what's all the fuss about?” This afforded a timely debate 
about the discourse on immigration politically, socially and, 
crucially for Migrant Voice, within the media. The panel 
was chaired by Simon Israel, Channel 4 Home Affairs 
correspondent, with TUC Race Relations Officer Wilf 
Sullivan providing a trade union perspective, and Philippe 
Legrain as an independent writer and commentator giving 
some strong messages about the immigration debate not 
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being just about the economic situation but people's levels 
of “comfortableness with difference”. 

Sullivan highlighted the dangerous situation that we 
face at this moment, following the European election 
where across the mainstream party political spectrum anti- 
immigrant rhetoric is prevalent and the pro-immigration 
voice is virtually non-existent within government. The 
31st British Social Attitudes survey results were debated 
and showed that it was not just economic hardship that 
was driving up the numbers of people identifying as “very 
prejudiced or a little prejudiced" against people of other 
races. Analysis of the figures over the past 30 years since 
the survey began in 1983 shows that level of racism in the 
UK has fluctuated around significantly high levels for 
several years, indicating a more permanent core of a 
quarter to over a third of respondents who identify as 
racist to a greater or lesser extent. 

Examination of the figures after the conference 
revealed that racial prejudice reached a high of 38% in 
1987 and again in 2011, with the lowest level of 25% in 
2001. The second lowest level was 26% in 2012 rising in 
2013 to 30%. Commentators have identified a number 
of possible causes of high levels of prejudice at particular 
times, including the 9/11 attacks in September 2001 
which caused a sharp rise in 2002 and the positive 
impact of the London Olympics in 2012, resulting in a 
fall. There is also significant variation by age, social class, 
region, level of education and economic deprivation. 

Sofi Taylor, a lifelong trade unionist and founder 
member of UNISON's Overseas Nurses and Care 
Workers Network, noted that if you are a migrant of 
colour the reality was “once a migrant always a 
migrant" even in the second and third generation. 
Taylor, who also lectures in Race, Culture and Ethnicity in 
Clinical Practice and Human Rights at Caledonian 
University in Scotland, recounted her recent experience 
of being asked to bring her passport to her own GP 
surgery as proof of entitlement to services. 

Taylor urged that migrant and non-migrant 
communities fight against injustice together as the 
“divide and rule" tactics which place migrants as the 


scapegoat during times of economic hardship increase 
separation and suspicion between communities. She 
urged that participants unite and fight all battles 
together, specifically campaigning against the 
Immigration Act 2014, which turns health workers, 
employers and landlords into frontline controllers of 
immigration. Taylor saw the fight against cuts, over 
workplace conditions and in defence of the NHS as ones 
naturally that we should fight together. 

Conference participants felt that the Immigration 
Act, which received Royal Assent on 14 May 2014, 
meant we were moving into a new and very worrying 
era, where people will face financial sanctions for 
allowing non-eligible people to use services. Access to 
employment or the basic human need of a roof over 
one’s head, in the form of private-rented housing, could 
become a major hurdle for migrants, and even for non- 
white citizens. The conference foresaw the Act fostering 
suspicion of “other” and creating a very hostile 
environment for anyone who appears to be, let alone 
actually is, a non-UK citizen. 

Rather than dealing with immigration in response to 
public concern about scarce resources during an 
economic downturn, conference participants felt part 
of the rationale of the measures being introduced was 
precisely to create a hostile, “less inviting" climate in 
the UK. Since the conference further government 
announcements regarding accessing welfare benefits 


confirmed that making the UK less inviting is indeed the 
aim of the legislation. 

Migrant Voice hopes to galvanise “migrants who are 
concerned about the way their communities are 
portrayed by the media to engage in positively 
influencing the immigration debate and changing public 
attitude”. Conference discussion groups also called for 
participants to complain as individuals when they see 
biased and unbalanced reporting of immigration. There 
was a call to have a nationally co-ordinated media- 
watch to allow co-ordinated responses which in time 
would create a climate in which journalists would be 
forced to modulate their own behaviour, knowing that 
they would be called to account. 

The current view seems to be that media are merely 
reflecting existing public opinion, but one could argue 
that they are creating public opinion by the 
bombardment of sensational and inflammatory articles 
and headlines. Journalists in mainstream media could 
be seen to be making the news, not just reporting it. 
Maybe, just as it is often stated that we deserve the 
politicians we elect, we also deserve the press we get: 
that is if we do not believe what we read but do nothing 
to challenge and rectify that. 

Video of the first two sessions of the conference may 
be found at migrantvoice.org. The British Social 
Attitudes survey report is at natcen.ac.uk/our- 
research/research/british-social-attitudes. 


The conference's opening panel: (left to right) Sofi Taylor, UNISON activist and university lecturer; writer and commentator Philippe Legrain; writer and feminist Kiri 


Kankhwende; Channel 4 Home Affairs correspondent Simon Israel; Harriet Sergeant, journalist, author and research fellow of the Centre for Policy Studies; and Wilf Sullivan, 


TUC Race Relations Officer 
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THE SECOND WINDRUSH Day 
celebration, which was held in 
Windrush Square, Brixton on Sunday 
22 June 2014, began with two 
minutes’ silence in recognition of 
the contribution of migrants in the 
First and Second World Wars, to mark 
the centenary of the outbreak of the 
First World War in 1914. Sam King 
MBE, who was born in 1926, was 
very warmly received as he spoke of 
his arrival in the UK on the Empire 
Windrush in 1948, his time in service 
and of seeking work at the 
Coldharbour Lane Labour Exchange, 
just around the corner from where 
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we were today. 

Chuka Umunna MP, representing 
the neighbouring constituency of 
Streatham, added his support for 
official recognition of Windrush Day 
and emphasised that the Windrush 
generation and others before and since 
had contributed economically and in 
other ways to the development of 
the country as well as “enriching” 
it culturally. 

Rosie Bairwal, National Co-ordinator 
of the Catholic Association for Racial 
Justice, said it was crucial in the current 
climate of mainstream anti-immigrant 
rhetoric that we challenge the negative 
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messages and continue to speak of the 
positive impact of migration to the UK. 
The petition for a formally 
recognised Windrush Day closed 
recently with 5,029 signatories. In the 
meantime the campaign organisers 
have taken the initiative, with the first 
Windrush Day commemoration on 22 
June 2013, which launched the 
campaign and petition and included a 
service at Bloomsbury Baptist Church. 
The SS Empire Windrush arrived in 
England on 22 June 1948 and carried 
among its passengers men from 
Jamaica, Trinidad, Tobago and other 
islands on its 8,000 mile journey. The 


campaign organisers believe it is 
important to mark the day as a means 
of recognising the contribution and 
experiences not just of the Windrush 
generation but of all migrants to Britain 
over many centuries. 

An advertisement had appeared in a 
Jamaican newspaper offering cheap 
passage for anyone who wanted to 
come and work in the UK, which was 
short of workers for reconstruction and 
other jobs after the Second World War. 
Many of the 492 aboard the Empire 
Windrush had served in the British 
forces during the war, and some noted 
calypso musicians including Lord 
Kitchener took the opportunity to 
come to the UK. They landed at 
Tilbury Dock in Essex after almost a 
month at sea and were initially 
accommodated in Clapham South 
Deep Air Raid Shelter before moving to 
the areas in need of labour, mainly 
London where service industries were 
in need of a workforce willing to 
accept low wages and also for growing 
industries in the Midlands. 

A later recruitment drive in the 
Caribbean was aimed at women to 
come and train as nurses and today 
the NHS still depends on many highly 
skilled overseas nurses, doctors and 
other staff. What may be a surprise to 
some was that this invitation to 
migrant workers was initiated by Enoch 
Powell in his role as Conservative 
Health Minister from 1960 to 1963. 

The arrival of the Windrush 
prompted debate in Parliament about 
controlling migration to the UK, but 
the first Immigration Act was passed 
only many years later in 1962. Despite 
being invited to Britain, the Windrush 
passengers did not receive the warm 
welcome they may have hoped for. 
Even those joining local church 
congregations experienced indirect and 
more blatant racism — some told it was 
nice to meet them but not to come 
back next week. 

The ship itself has an interesting 
history. Built in Hamburg and launched 
in December 1930, it was a German 
cruise ship on which many passengers 
were loyal Nazi Party members who 
were aboard as part of the Nazi 
“Strength Through Joy” programme 
as a reward for services to the party. 
Later it was used for military purposes 
and was captured in May 1945 by 
the British, who kept it as a “prize of 


war". Originally called the Monte 
Rosa, it was renamed the Empire 
Windrush in 1947. 

After many further speakers, Patrick 
Vernon OBE, one of the organisers, 
noted that we were in front of the new 
home of the Black Cultural Archives 
which was to be formally opened in 
July 2014. He thanked all for attending 
and asked that people continue to 
organise to ensure that next year there 
would be many more people in Brixton 
celebrating Windrush Day. 


Black Cultural Archives now open 
The Black Cultural Archives is now 
open at 1 Windrush Square, Brixton, 
London, SW2 1EF. Its aim is to provide 
a welcoming space for everyone to 
learn, explore and become inspired 
by black British heritage and history. 

It is open Tuesday to Sunday from 
10am to 6pm. The reading room 
open Wednesday to Friday 10am 
to 4pm. 

For more information visit 
bcaheritage.org.uk. 


Rosie Bairwal, National Co-ordinator of the Catholic Association for Racial Justice (CARJ), which celebrated its 30th 


anniversary with a three-day Young People's Congress for World Citizenship in Liverpool in July that brought 
together over 70 14-15-year-olds from 11 schools from Merseyside, Stoke-on-Trent, Leamington Spa and London 
to learn from and support one another in their vocation as world citizens. With her is Patrick Vernon OBE, one of the 


organisers of the Windrush Day celebration 
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THIS IS AN important, fact-filled, myth-busting 
booklet, from SERTUC, that gives anti-racists and 
anti-fascists the information they need to counter 
and challenge the anti-immigrant rhetoric when they 
hear it from family, friends, neighbours or colleagues. 
If it is not us speaking out, from whom will people 
hear a positive message about migration? 

In the 20 pages of this booklet published in 2014, 


Truth, 
lies and 
migrants 


A guide to population 
and migration 


SERTUC ” 


SERTUC (the TUC in London, the South East and 
Eastern Region) presents a wide range of facts, 
figures and case studies in a highly accessible format. 

You can download the publication as a pdf from 
sertucresources.wordpress.com under Sertuc 
publications (general) or go directly to 
sertucresources.files.wordpress.com/2014/07/ 
sertuc-myths-2014. pdf. 


Why i 


THIS IS THE second in a series of important myth-buster briefings 
on immigration from the excellent Centre for Labour and Social 
Studies (Class) in collaboration with the long-established Red 
Pepper magazine. With an introduction by Diane Abbott MP, the 
16-page pamphlet provides extensive evidence that immigration 
is economically beneficial and is not responsible for driving down 
wages. It also demonstrates that no evidence exists for the view 
that access by immigrants to healthcare and benefits has any 
significant impact on the economy. It reinforces what Searchlight 
and others have said many times, namely that migrants continue 
to put more into the economy than they take out. 

You can download the briefing from the publications section 
on classonline.org.uk, or go directly to 
classonline.org.uk/pubs/item/why-immigraion-is-good-for-all-of-us. 

Class is a trade union based think tank established in 2012 to 
act as a centre for left debate and discussion. It works with a 
broad coalition of supporters, academics and experts to develop 
and advance alternative policies for today. 

Class's second annual conference will take place on Saturday 
1 November 2014 at TUC, Congress House. 

You can sign up to receive further briefings and book for the 
conference on the Class website (classonline.org.uk). 


Produced in association with 
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FIRE BRIGADES UNION 


The professional voice of your firefighters 


No to cuts 


No to 
austerity 


Hands off 
Our pensions 


www.fbu.org.uk 3 @fbunational 


Matt Wrack FBU General Secretary 
Alan McLean FBU President 


So eo a 


RNR RRNIC NG | GOLDEN «Cid 

LIGHT THAT WILL BE DIFFUSED THROUGHOUT AU 
~ ME HAPPY WORLD FROM THE RAYS OF THE RE J | 
be ee SUN OF SOCIALISM ROBERT TRESSED : 


